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Prof. McLennan’s inaugural address

@s president of the Royal Canadian |-
evening,'

Institute - jast Saturday
brought forward once more certain
important principles in the building of
the nation, which cannot be neglected
without disaster to its future. Nor
has Dr. McLennan waited until the war
made the consideration of such mat-
ters an urgent mecessity to bring them'
before the public. ~For years he has
been a prominent advocate of the
necessity of organized and well-sup-
ported activity in research work, both
industrial and secientific, without pro-
gress in which mo nation can expect
to maintain a place m the van of the
nations.

The present position of the empire
both directly as a leader in the naval
and military forces of the great war,
and indirectly as the source of sup-
plies for a large body -of the " allied
troops, is due to a great extent to ‘the
mobilizable character of hér scienti-
fic and mechanical talent. It is some-
what of a sad commentary on human
nature that it remained for war to do
what had so often been brought for-
ward in times of peace as an es-
sential factor to success. In labor
alone the energy spent in digging
trenches, for example, had it been
directed to agriculture, or the building
of canals, or the construction of high-
wWays or any similar operations would
have enriched the world to a vast
degree. Anyone who would have sugy
gested that the forces of Europe should
have been employed in times of peace
in such more or less remunerative and
useful work would have been re-
garded as mad. Now that the actual
energy is being expended on work
that, however needful, will be of no
more eventual use than the construc-
tion of sand-castles by children on the
beach, it is easy to see that the labor
and the money expended upon it
might have been more profitably em-
ployed as mere labor. There is, of
course, another element to be con-
sidered in trench digging, which gives
it a value beyond the material result.
Utilization and conservation * of our
natural forces and resources came,
therefore, to be the important side of
Dr, Mclennan’'s address. His sélec-
tion of electric power avas an obvious
one, as an example of what has al-
ready been so successfully done. It
is gratifying also to note that the
university can speak with practical
leadership on a question which: has
fared somewhat badly at the hands of
theoretical advisers. It may appear to
some as a long look forward to con-
sider the time wwhen Canada might
have to look to something else than
coal for heating purposes. But in our
climate we depend so absolutely for
life on proper heating facilities in
winter, the question cannot too early
or too fully be investigated, and such
alternatives for coal ags may be de-
cided upon set apart for public use
ind properly conserved. Dr. McLennan
can readily perceive the possibility of
heating the whole city by electric
energy. Amateur engineers, stimu-
lated by corporation applause, may
raise objections, but scientific men
have a flat of their own, and speak
with an authority which cannot be
denied when they deal with facts in
thelr own sphere.

Dr. McLennan spoke of the British

+ Commission on Industrial and Scienti-
fic Research, established two years ago,
and of the intention of the govern-
ment voiced by Sir George Foster to
establish a similar commission in
Canada. Just what may be ac-
complished on sclentific lines must
nesessarily during the war remain
fidden, but there is practical unanim-
ity among men of affairs on the
necessity of such work.

Dr. McLennan is no pessimist. His
glimpse of the future is a most en-

A

couraging: one, and while the ¥
and gallant lives t have ' been
sacrificed for the moment weaken the
state, their devotion has made possible
greater efforts and higher attainments.
The example of the achievements in
war industries is also an encourage-
ment to faith in our national charac-
ter. Dr. McLennan laid especial stress
on the necessity for conserving and
cherishing the spirit of co-operation
among Bcience, industry, labor, finance
and government, and there will be a
general desire on the part of all
Canadians that the government wi
not the least in forwarding this
pose. * :

How About the Cundnn Mlnu-

, - facturer?

Sir. George : Foster is always inter-
esting, often eloquent and "his public
addresses never fail to be suggestive
and instructive. Those who were
privileged to hear him a.ddrels tite
Canadian, Chib yestemy, ‘got a vivid
pen portrait of the ecunomic confer-
ence f the allies, held at Paris last
June, and glimpsed a coming trans-
formation in the history of the world.
They could not but be imbpressed by
the proposed zollverein which is to in-
clude Great Brital
Italy, Serbia, Belgium, Portugal = and
Japan. That a ¢ommercial union em-
bracing half thé world would benefit
the constituent nations seems to go
without saying.' It would probably
benefit Canada as an integral part of
the British Empire, and it would cer-
tainly make our farmers more prosper-
ous, “But what is to become of the
Canadian manufacturer?

Evidently the proposed commercial
union must present a uniform tariff
wall to the ‘outside world. That was
the insuperable objection to unre-
stricted reciprocity with the Uniled
States. The objection, of course, will
not be the same to free trade within
the empire or to a commercial union
between the entente powers and their
overseas dominions, but would it bene-
fit us economically?

We can see how the Canadian far-
mer will flourish if the British miller
were not permitted to buy a bushe] of
wheat from the United States so long
as there was a bushel in Canada ready
to be exported; and we can see how
many consumers would get much
cheaper commodities, if the highly
organized industries of England,
France and Japan had free entrauce
or sumething like free entrancé into
Canada. - What we fail to understand
is, how the Canadian manufacturer,
paying his men three dollars 4 day,
can compete even in the home market
with the European manufacturer pay-
ing his men $1.50, or with the. Asiatic
m@nutacturer paying his meh fifty
cents a day? Nor would our manu-
facturer find it easy to- compete in
Russia with British, French and Jap-
anese manufacturers.

It may be that Canada®would be the
richer by devoting herself to the pro-
duction and export of sJumber, fish,
raw grain and live cattle, but we have
always felt that to build up true na-
tionality, there should bs diversified
industries. We have been willing to
pay a few cents more for a pair of
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France, Russia,

boots or. nsegv any/nf!ng else we need-
ed, if by so dving we kept our nmh
running and sent our artisans to work
every morning. We want our factor-
ies to keep running and the men who
work in them and their families to live
in comfort, own their own homes and
lay by a little money.

We cannot imagine Sir George Fo3-
ter turning hig back on the national
policy. ' The Borden government was
elected upon tha diatinct iuuo that
Canada must always fetain  absojute.
control of:-her fiseal policy. 'l‘he Arg.
construction” Of the. British Empire,
at which Sir George hints, must not
transfer ‘the control of our tariff to
anybody other than the Dominion\Pnr—
Mament. If it is proposed either to ‘do-
put from. the national ‘policy or - o
glve up in ‘theé slightest degrée Jour]
fiscal independen& the -government
should ‘ask “a’ mandate from the
people. We think, however, that = sir
George will goofi _take - occasion to
make it clear Hnat nothlng of the kind
is contemplated, and perhaps at the
same time he will tell us just where
the Casna»dlan,manutacturer will ' get
off if we gv into the gigangic commer-.
cial union which as the pepresentative
of Canada. he helped to plan at {he
now historic Paris conférence.

German Influence at Work

In the effort to prevent pernicious-
literature from entering Canada, no
doubt many mistakes are made, sins
more usually of omission than of com-
mission. - Some of the offenders
exercise considerable subtlety in their
methods, “and it is a pity .that the
government cannet feel safe to trust
the alert’ intelligence of the people to
detect the false friends and hidden
foes among the offenders. Humanity
has, however, a tendency to take the
wrong turning if there be any op-
portunity to deviate from the straight
road, and in the interests of good
citizenship the censor's duties must
be recognized. Possibly the censor

'y s . H
might occasionally be wiser or more

penetrating, but the post is mot one
to be coveted.

The activities of the German secret
service render necessary much vigi-
lance that would otherwise be un-
necessary. An example of this appears
in yesterday’s papers, where a Ger-
man doctor is represented as coming
thru an adventure in Mexico with
Villa bandits, who looted a Mexican
Central -Railway train. Dr. Hoffner
declared that his life was only saved
because he was a German subject,
and had been recognized by some
former patients among the bandits.
These bandits who were so complacent
to one of German birth swore great
oaths and “Death to Americans,”
which is an interesting illustration of
the effect 'of German secret service
money in stirring up trouble in
Mexico. .S o

The Chinese newspaper Mun Hey
Weekly, published in New York, prints
its front page partly in English, and
Prof. Munsterberg is apparently one
of its angels from references and
quotations made. The Chinese weekly
is assiduous in 'its endeavor to sow
discord between Japan and China, an
obvious German game,

The point of view may be judged
from the following sentence: ““The fact
is, the seeds of future wars are being
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White, who ‘was
Sept. 15, 1916, while serving with
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Ernest Storey, $250; is sisters,
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and his 'brother Will an ‘interest in
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THIEF ENTERS S$TORE
NEAR POLICE STAT!ON
Gets Away With Bng Load of Furs

Without Disturliifig Sleeping -
Owner Above.

Sometime between midnight on Sat-
urday and Sunday morning thieves
made a daring entrance .into Me-
Kendrick Bros. store.at 1085 West
Bloor street; and gm ‘away with $3000
worth of furs.

The' theft was not -discovered until
Sunday morning, when a member of
the family went down to the stors

and found that thé lock had ‘been
tampered with. . He entered the store

and discovered that the larger portion |

of the stock had been removed. Mute
evidence of a wagon having been em-
ployed in the robbery was disclosed by
the imprint of its tires in the soft
earth at the back door.

The robbery occurred adjacent to
the busy corner -of Bloor street and
Dovercourt road, cloge to where two
car lines operaté, and almost within
the shadow of Ossington Avenue
Pohce Btation. So elaborate were the
preparations of the thieves, that Alex.
McKendrick, a member of the firm,
who, with his sick wife and femily
sleeps over the store, never heard
them at work.

Naturally the robbery has . caused
much comment in the neighborhood,
and criticism of the depletion of the
police force in No. Seven Division is
rife. ,

" Both the members of the firm and
the police refuse to discuss the matter.

Majority of'Peopla Are
In Sympathy Wiﬂl Allies

. Mrs. Nellie MecClung, authoress,
lecturer and ardent suffrage advocate
In Toronto, is the guest of Mrs. A. B.
Ormsby, Luf.nlzhtlhem;tbur
Park Presbyterian Church, and this
afternoon will be the guest of henor
at a reception tiven Py heér hostess at

from touring the States, wheto she
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