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Belgium, Italy, too, grew out of these German
tnbes, who poured down from the territory
roughly included between the Rhine, the North
Sea, the Oder, and the Danube.
As we know these countries to-day, the defi-

nite thing about them is their difference. You
cross the channel in fifty minutes from Dover
to Calais, you cross the Rhine in five minutes,
and the peoples seem thousands of miles apart.'
'How did it happen," asks Voltaire, "that, set-
tmg out from the same point of departure, the
governments of England and of France arrived
at nearly the same time, at results as dissimilar
as the constitution of Venice is unlike that of
Morocco?"

One might ask as well how it happened, that
the speech of one German invasion mixing itself
with Latin became French, of another Spanish,
of another Portuguese, of another Italian, of
another English. These are interesting inqui-
ries, and in regard to the former it is not diffi-
cult to see, that men grew to be governed differ-
ently, according as the geographical exigencies
of their homes were different, and as they occu-
pied themselves differently.

The observant traveler in the United States
may see for himself what differences even a few
years of differing climate, and circumstances
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