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will demand recognition. It is a quality which
our form of government seems especially to foster
and develop, and I glory in it as perhaps the chief
factor in our national greatness and pre-eminence.
"In what other country, I ask you," he flung

out an arm across the great, flat-topped desk of
state, "would a mere boy like yourself ever con-
ceive such a scheme, or have the incentive or
opportunity to bring it to perfection? And, having
conceived and perfected it, in what other country
would he find the very heads of his Government
so accessible and ready to help him?"
The young man leaned forward. "Then am I

to understand, Mr. Secretary, that you are ready
to help me?"

"Yes." He faced about and looked at his
visitor in a glow of enthusiasm. "Not only wiU
I help you, but I will, so far as is practicable, put
behind you the power of this Administration.

"Doubtless the newspapers," his tone took on
a tinge of ironic resentment, "when they leam
the broad character of the credentials that I shaU
give you in order that you may meet the crowned
heads of Europe, will say that I am again lower-
mg the dignity of my office. But I consider, Mr.
Edestone, that I am, in reaUty, giving more dignity
to my office by bringing it closer to and by plac-


