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whare agrfcaltorists put dowa every item of expenii; nnder its ippro.

priate head, tod keep books on as correct principles as does iha

merchant, it is recognised at an invariable rule, that unless beef

fetob doable of door, the occapicJ* shoulu break up his grasa laodt

•od bring them acder tillage. The relation in price between ibe»e

two produces a perpetoal oscillalioti between pastoragi- and tillage,

•nd determioes the farmer io the destination of bis field*. He tills

more when bread I'lMi above, and less when U descend* below its

proper level.

I have been at the more pains to set this proposition in a plain

light, becanse of its vital importance cooaecled with oar present

condition and future prospects. The Oj^inion has been long popu-

lar, that the province was fitted to be a pastoral rather than an

agricnltaral coaotry; and this has been received without much exa-

mination and gained an loat universal assent. It kzi not failed

to produce a strong effeL> rural industry, and to create a corres>

ponding bias towards the bay culture. On this account our finest

lands have been laid down to grass, and our marshes, which under

the French were fruitful of corn, and were alternately antier fallow

and wheat, have ceased to he considered as arable, and been well

nigh set apart for the exclusire Eupport of live-stock. This practice

has baeo one of the chief sources of the depression of our agriculture,

and has servod too Ung to perpetnate distress, embarrassment, and

poverty. The very reverse of this favourite opinion will, I appre«

hend, torn out to be correct ; namely, that this Province is much

better calculated for agricultural than for pastoral purposes.

In corroboration of this novel sentiment, it may be stated that a

£wt. of oatmeal or flour can be raised at less expense io Nova-Scotia

than in Britain. To pave the way for our concurrence in this posi-

tion, we may boldly refer to the comparative fertility of thetwe

countries ; and we can be justified on the best documentary evidence,

if not to exalt our own above England, at least to set it on a

footing of eq'ialily. Oar acre will yield as much as theirs, if

cultivated with iike skill and capital. Should this be granted,

the point at issue is no longer doubtful ; because tho burdens

aff'ectiiig land are here light and trivial compared with the iaxa-

iion which iiit EfiglL.h fartscrs ciusi rear. Tithes, poor ratcS,

direct and indirect taxes jointly contribute to swell the charga

of prodoctioD and add to the first cost of their braad corn. Io


