
GOD AND THE WORLD

Among the many strange statements by which the
Jewish student is struck, when reading modern divin-
ity works, there is none more puzzling to his mind than
the assertion of the transcendentahsm of the Rabbinic
God, and his remoteness from man. A worlci of in-
genuity is si)ent to prove that the absence of the media-
torial idea in Rabbinic Theology is a sign not of its

acceptance of man's close communion with God, but
of its failure to establish the missing link between
heaven and earth. Sayings of a fantastic nature, as,
for instance, when a Rabbi speaks of God's abode
m heaven, with its various partitions; > epithets for
God, such as Heaven or Supreme, which antique piety
accepted for the pur|x)se of avoiding the name of
God "being uttered in idleness"; terms expressive of
'us providence and his sublime holiness, as the Holy
One, blessed be he, the King, the Lord of the World,

'See Wcher, Sy,/,m Jer Athy,u,go,!raUn ra!intintniHhtn Thtolorie
(Lelp^lg, l88o).pp. ,58. ,59. See H. Jacob. •• I,n Xam.n GotUs," p 171
It « interesting that in the very passage in Ch.gigah, 5*. where thij
iharp division between the inner and outer department* is given, it is
also stated that in the latter God is mourning over the misfortunes of
Iirael.
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