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With swift sailor feet » pkie { when lo ! before him the river,

The fair, Iake^sQ|ned St; John ; and he knew that the saow there was shallow,

For where the ice was packed, it peaked through the crust, and where «ddies

Kept the swirled waters unfrozen, the wall of snow round the edges

Rose so low: then he clambered down, and, hailing the cajrtcn,

Asked if they dared the river with its perils o ' -M currents^ *^

Oft roofed over with snow—sure death to all wh the trap caught. ^
And both, with accord, cried " Yes," and the shovellers, working like firemen.

Cleft them a path to the river, and out with a cheer, half de%U)ce,

And a cracking of whips, they leapt on the ice and swept ttfllfrMaward

Racing, over the ice, as it seemed, after battling the snoAvififtft.

And on and on they dashed, the ice oft cracking beneath them,

When it arched over broken water, and the packed ice ready to fling them ^^
Out on this side (it that, as the hurrying runners struck it.

And last, when the di»sk had deepened, they heard a low faraway thunder.

Like the rush of a ct^gh^^JtH, and they knew they were nearing that portent.

That dragon's fanr #itfeits walls of rock and its rock-ridge threshold,

Over whi0itrtlni» in t&s^^y Iklis the flood of the sea on the river.

And twice ia tii<e 4ay the river fik^ pent-up ebb on the ocean,

Leaping tlie^sei on the river and the river back on the sea-arm

Thrice the Height of a. man, in a black implacable whirlpool,

With fottntains of flying foam, which float down and fill up the harbour,!

:

Where the mightiest fleet in the world could range in, engaging another.

N.

The sailor beard it first, with his senses sharpened by danger.


