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In the Settlement of our old Colonies, pro-

per Cautions were not taken to prevent the

Monopoly of large Trads of Land, which are

flill engrofled by a few rich People of Ja^
maica, as well as in the Provinces of Virginia^

New-Torkt Carolina^ New-Efiglandy &c. This

is the only Caufe why that Ifland is not well

peopled at this Day. The Northern Colonies

above mentioned are under the like Difadvan-

tage, for the fame Reafon ; particularly to-

wards the Boundaries moll: remote from the

Sea. Thofe Lands which are thus referved

by monopolizing Grantees, or their Succeffors,

for the Profit of a future Sale, cannot be pur-

chafed by poor Settlers at an exorbitant Price,

who would gladly cultivate them, if they

might do fo upon reafonable Terms : And
thus, for want of Occupants the French have

made, and are ftill making, Encroachments

upon the Back of all thofe Colonies.
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For this growing Evil there are but two Re-
medies practicable ; confiftently with Juftite,

and the Conftitution of a free Government,
The firft and moft obvious is, by laying an
high Tax upon every uncultivated Acre of
Land, by the Legiflature of each Colony.

Such a Tax may contribute to the Support of

Government, inftead of other heavy Impofts
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