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Our trade with Holland, and the German llatcs is of lb great impor-*
tance, that it can never become a matter oF indifference to Great-Bri-
tain, whether France Ihould gain the ulcendancy on the continent. The
folly of fublidy treaties, in times of peace, has, iiuleed, been futiiciently

expofed, by the linall advantage tliat was found from them, at the
commencement of the late war j but defenlive alliances are what our
honour and intereft require us to enter into, with Ibtes who allow u:;

an advantageous commerce with their people. Our exports to thofe coun-
tries are compofed of the produdts or manufaclitures of all parts of the
Britifli dominions, and they are, confequently, all iharers in the protits of
that trade, and ought all to cojitribute to the expence of maintaining the
liberties of thole flates, and keeping our good laith with them. Fron^
1762 to 1766 inclufive, the value exported from Great-Britain to HoU
land and Germany, amounted to 20,455,7861. and the imports from
thence to no more than 5,581,2191. and, conlequently, the Britidi empire
has leceived a ballance of 14,874,5671. from thole Itates, in that period
of five years*. The profits of our trade with them, ought, therefore,

to be taken into the account, when the advantages and inconveniences of
alliances with them are eltimated, and the mealiire of the fuccour
Great-Britain fhould bind herfelf to afford them, ought to be adjulled to

the benefits fhe derives from their independancy.
The generofity with which Great-Britain has always fupported her

allies, and the greatnefs of the force ihe employed in their defence in the
laft war, as it muft have imprelTed upon all nations an high idea of her
regard to her engagements, lb will it lead them to prefer her alliance to
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Balance in favour of G. B.
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