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INTRODUCTION.
Be that as it may, the favourable report of

Capt. Burroughs encouraged Queen Eli?abetJ\

to fit out two ftout vcflcls to perfe(fl the dif-

covery. The comrpand of thefe fliips wa?

given to the Captains Jackman and Pett, who,

in 1580, failed throqgh the fame ftrait, that

had been difcovercd by Burroughs, and enter-

ed the eaftern fea i where the ice poured in fo

fall upon them, and the weather became fo

tempeftuous, that aft?r enduring incredible

hardfhips, and fuftaining the moft dreadful

ftiocks of ice and feas, terrible even in the rela-.

tion, they were driven back and feparated ; and

neither Pett nor his fliip or cre>y were ever heard

of afterwards.

After this difaftcr and difappointmcnt, the

defire of vifiting the frozen feas to the norti

.

eaft- began to abate among the Englifh, buc

was aflumed by the Dutch with an obftinatc per-

icverance, peculiar to that phlegmatic nation.

The firft Dutchman we read of who made the

attempt was John Cornell us^ of whofc voyagCj^

in i595> we have but a very imperfed account
1,

he was followed however in 1 606 by "William^

Barrans, or, as fome write, Barents, a^r^ abl^

and experienced feaman and mathematician,

who being f\ipplied with every ncccflary for foi

hazardous a voyage, by the generofity and pa-

tronage of Prince Maurice, proceeded in the

fame courfe which had been pointed out to hin^

^y the Eogliih navigators $ but haying pafiTe^

the


