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A|ipni.llx. .itniiiliiig lu'twfi'ii till' si'ltliTS of tlm Tcspoclivo ii;i(i(ins: iini) Ifcr Miijcsly's (Jnvornmcnt, (nnniover,
—

tlioii ]iiii|"iti'il, ill oilier lit unci! til pii'iliicli' Hiicli iiiimiiiili'istiiinliiitis, timl bi'Curr iriHiriictiiij^ their

rcsiH'ctivi' ('uiiiiuissiiiiirl.i, till! t\Mi <iii\rriiliirlll,t kIhuiKI iiuTni to ililii|i|, as tin' " rliiililii'l " ili'sij^'tiiitt'd

by tlio Tii'iil y, tluit iiiuiki'il liy Viuicmivi r in liis ilmrls us llm niivigiilili' cliiiniii'l, iiiid laiil down \Mlh

soutiiiin,i,'M liy Unit iiavi;,'ii(or.

Mr. Itiiiliaiinn t'litinly rnnciiniiiL; in tin' i'X|ii'ilii'noy of losing no limp in ili'tcniiiiiini,' tlii! jioHitioii

of till' lioiiiidary liiu', nrvritiifli'si Irit aniiic oli|riiioii to adopiin^' tin' ilmniu'l iiiaiki'd liy Vancouver
as the " climiiicl " ili'Hii,'iiali'd by tin' Treaty, in tlic aliHriicc of ninri' accmnli' L;i'oj;rai'liical inrommlloii,

mid 111' siii_'f,'i'.sloil lliat tliu .loiiil Cuniiiiissioni'is, \\\wi\ nppoiiitnl, plionid lie in the first [ilace

inslnuted to survey llie re;,'ion in ipieslion lor the pui|iose o( iiscortainiii),' wiiellier the I'lianiiel iiiaiKcd

liy Vaneoiiver, or some otiier cliatinel, as yel unexplnreil, lutween the numerous is' .iids of the (lulf of

(»i'or;,'ia, should lie ndopted as the channel desi;,'iiated liy the Treaty, or, in other ords, should lie found
to he the main eiiaiiiiel. tliriMi;;h the niiddlu of which, occording to the },'uni. dly udiuitted priiieiple,

thu boundaiy line should be run.

To this sui,'i;estioii Her .Majesty's r.ovenilueiit, in tlip liopo that ininu'diufe measures vould be

lalien by the tioveninieut of the riiileil Stales to nanit! Coiriiui.ssiiiners to iirucueil to tlii! Bpiii with
those already desi;;iiiited by the lirilish ( loveinijiriil, made no olijeetion.

It has lieeii n subject of rejiiet to Her Maie>t\'a lioverninent that, from c.iuacs ujion which it is

unneeessary to dwell, no a]i|iointiiienl of Cniumissioners has, up to the juesent time, been made by the

(iovenimeiit of the raited Stales; and I am now instructed a^jaiii to press this mattir on tlu.'ir ciirnest

illtelitioli.

Slimill it iijipear ]iossilili', however, that this proposal rannot bo met by (ho IJovernnu'nt of tliP

I'liiled States without fuilber dilUciilty or delay, 1 would aj,'ain sie.'u'est the expediency of the

adiiption by both tinveniiiients of the channel marked as the only known iiavij,'able channel by
. ucouver, as that desiv'iiated by the Treaty. It is triu! that the Island of Sanduaii, and perhaps some

others 'if the L'riui]) of small islands by which the (iulf of (ieorj,'ia is ,studdcd, would tbns be included
within I'.riti.-h territory; on the other hand, it is to bo considered that the islands in i,iu'stioii are of

very si. .all value, and that the existence of another iiavi;,'alili' channel, broader and deeper than that

laid down by Vai iivcr, by the aduiition of which some of tlmsc islands iiiiL,'lit possibly fall within
the jurisdiction of the United States, is, accnriliie.' to the re].! rts of the mo.'it recent navijjalioii, extremely
iui]ii'obable ; while, on the other hand, the contiiiued existence of a questiim of doulitfiil jurisdiction

in a ciiuiitiy so situated as Washiiiutoii Territory and \'ancoiiver's Island, is likely to fjivc rise to a
recurrence of acts of a similar nature to those to whii'h I have had the honour of cilliiif; your attention,

and w hiih I have n doubt would nut bu leas duplorcJ by the Guvormuuut, of the United States thou by
that of (jrcat iiritaiu.

I uni, I'cc,

(Signed) Jniix !•', Cka.mitun.

Sir,
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OONVEIISATION AND COUKESI'ONI S'CE liKTWllK.N Mlt. IjANCIIOFT ANH VlSCUU.NT I'ALMERS'lfJN.

Mr. Bancroft to Mr. Luchanan.f

Sir, United States' Legation, London, Aii/juat 4, lS-18.
• • • « • ' •

The lludsnii'.s liny Company havn lieen tryin.:; to pet a grant of Vancouver's Island, I inquired,

from mere curin.^ity. adoul it. Lord I'aliiiersluii replied that it was an all'air that belmiged exclusively

to the Colonial ( )tUce, and he did nut know the inlentions of Lord Crey. He then told nie what I had

no', known before, that he had niaile a ]>ropositioii at Washington fur marking the bnundaries in the

north-west by setting' iij) a landmark on tiie point of land where the 4',.llh par.illel touches the .si'a, and
for ascertaining' the division line in the channel, by noting the bearings of certain objects, I observed

that on the mainland a few siiii]ile astronomical obaervalions were all that were reipiisite ; that the

water ill the Channel of Haro did not reipiiru to be divided, since the navigation was free to both

parties ; though, of course, the islands east of the centre of the Channel of llaro were ours. He had no
good chart of the Cregoii waters, and asked me to let him see the traced copy of A\'i Ikes' chart. He
spoko of the ]iro]iriety of settling delinitively the ownership of the several i.slands, in order that

sottlenieiiis might not be begun by one ]iarty on what properly belongs to the other. Ou ruturnuig

home I sent hiui my traced copy of AVilkes' chart, with the note, of which I inclose a cojiy.

I am, &.C.

(Signed) Gkokoe BANcnorr.

JkcIosutp ill l.ist

1 I'fj,'oing Idler.
Mr. Bancroft to Viscount Palmcrston.^

My dear Lord, 90 Eaton Sijvare, July 31, 1848.

As your Lnril.^hip desired, I send for your in.spcction the traced copy, made for me at the Navy
Dopartmeiil. of Wilkes' Chart of the Straits of .luan ile Kura, I'uget's Sound, &c. iScc. Unluckily, this

COfiy does not extend ipiili; so far north as the jiarallel of 4'J' ;
though it contains ihe wide

entrance into the Straits of Arro, the channel through the middle of which the Uuundary is to be

continued.

The upper part of the Straits of Arro is laid down, though not on a large scale, in Wilkes' map of

."oJtiiiiJttJ^


