
ENTERED THE WAK

which its submarines mij^ht seek to destrDy when

no resistance was offered or escape attempted, and

can taken that their crews were L^iven at least a

fair < hance to save their li' s in their open boats.

Ihi [)re(autions taki n \\v\c meagre and hap-

hazaid enou'4h,as was proved in rH^tressin^" uistance

after instance in the progress of the cruel and un-

manl\- business; but a ctrtain decree of restraint

was observc-d.

'Jhe new [)()lic\ has swc pt cvt-ry restriction aside.

Vessels of ever\- kind, whatever tlieii llau, thtir

chai.iilri'. tin ir ( aruo, their destination, the ir errand,

hav<,' been rtilhlessl}- sent to the bottom without

warninc;' and without thought of help or mercy for

those on board, the vessels of frier.dly neutrals

aloni^ with those of belligerents.

Ilvcu hos{)ital shii)s and ships carrying;- relief to

the sorely bcTcaved and stricken [)eo[)le of Behj^ium,

though the hitter wcxv provided with safe-conduct

through the j)rescribe(l areas b\- the German Govern-

ment itself and were distinijuished by unmistakable

marks of identity, have- l,)een sunk with the same

reckless lack of com{iassion or of principle.

I was for a little while unabl(> to believe that such

thinL;s woulrl in fact be cionc^ 1)\' an\- Government

that had hitherto subscribed to the humane^ })racti(-es

of civilised nations. International law had its orii,nn

in the attc-mpt to se^t up some lav.' which would be

respected and observed U[)on the' seas, where no

nation hael rit^ht of domination and where lay the

free- highways of the world.

r<\- painful staL;e after sta<j;e has that law beem

built up, with meagre enouu^h results, indeed, after
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