Opluton on the Crops.

J. X. Macdonald, of Totonto, man-
aglng director of the Contederation
‘Life Association, has completed his
annual tour of inspection throughout
the west. Mr. Macdonald has been

making this trlp through Maaftoha
during the harvest season for years,
and he I8 consequently able to speak
as something of an expert, regarding
the crops.

Mr. Macdonald traced on & map
the route he had taken in which it
will be seen he had covered a tre-
mendous stretch of country. Starting
on the 18th of September he drove to
Rounthwaite, Wawanesa, Sourly,
south from Sourls, then west to
Hartney. From Hartney he went to
Afelita, and then from about two
miles west to the border of the pro-
vince to Deloraine. He was as far
west as Waskada and was well up in
the Turtle Mountains. From Bols-
sovain he drove out in different ways,
and then turned east, passing through
north of Pembina river and crossed
the Pelican Lake stream. Then he
passed up to Baldur, and from Bal-
dur went in different ways touching
at Cypress, Holland, and driving in
varjous directions from these points.
From Holland he went to Glenboro,
from Glenboro to Stockton and Trees-
bank, and from that to Brandon.
Leaving Brandon he went north and
east to Minncdosa and from Minnc-
dosa to Strathclair. ‘Then he drove
from Strathclair north some 12 miles,
and then south, and _ southwest, to
.Hamiota. ZLeaving Hamiota he re-
turned by traln to Winnipeg. He had
been driving more or less for three
weeks, and for the first ten days he
drove at the rate of 50 miles & day.

With regard to the crops, sald Mr.
Macdonald, for most part the wheat,
oats and barley were In the shock.
In some few districts conslderable
stacking had been done. The crops,
judging from the stacks, were lighter
than 1 have seen on former occasioas,
while In a few Instances I observed
the crops would compare favorahly
with former years. I may say I went
fnto & number of fields of wheat, and
while a good many gave evidences
ot growing around the baads. in none
of the fields visited dld I find any
wheat grown on the top of the
sheaf. 1 was particularly pleased to
see very many instances of good
farming, with o fairly good yleld and
fine, clean straw and appareatly well
hcaded. I conversed with
quite 2 number of farmers and was
pleased to find that they were in
good heart and Ir no way cast down.
In fact they were so hopeful that it
was 2 matter of surprise to me, They
seemed to say, ‘Well, it will be all
right next year and we are all golng
to prepare for 2 large sowlng” I
found & good deal of summer fallow-
ing done and a- good deal of stubble
ploughed. The shocks were moved
from the actual line of ploughing and
the work procecded with.”

“With regard to the conditlon of
the wheat crop, I am firmly coavinced
that it the weather will now hold up
and glve an opportunity of saving
the wheat, that a2 very pleasant sur-
prise is in store for the province—in
other words, that the yleld wiil be
very much greater, with less injury
in consequence of the wet than ls
generally anticipated. So far as the
grain which came under my observa-
tion goes the grown part of 1t is In
comparatively small proportlon to the
total crop. The greatest loss it seems
to me will arise from shelllng, and
the depredations of fowls which seem
to have fed somewhat cXtensively
upon the shocks. The worst grown
wheat T observed from the train was
on Saturday as we¢ approachad Port-
age la Prairle.”

“T had heard so far as threshipg was
done of ylelds that were a great sur-
price to.me. I know of on¢ case of
40% bushels per acre and another cuse
of from 20 to 35 bushels pay acre.
Then the prices that are belng pald
for wheat are most encouragmng. I
had some samples with me at Hanl-
ota, which I find were c¢lassed as
No. & hard, and thiz clays wis pur
chased at GS cents, and a much in-
ferfor quality—J don°'t Know If it was
graded or mot—brought.GSc. Whille it
is borne in mind that the rullng price
last year .for No. 3 hard was from 50
to 53 cents and that the bulk of it
would be sold at 51 cents, it Indicates
that even with the present crops that
the province will be much better off
than was anticipated. I feel satls-
fled that 3f.the fine weather now pre-
valling .should. continue t™¢ crop re-
turns will be much more valuable
than {t.scems I8 the gencral opinlon
at tho present time.”

THR.COMMEROIAL

Phie Outioolc for Cod Liver Oil.
Now that the active consuming sea-
son for cod lver oll Is at hand it may
bo well to agaln point out that tho
statistical position of supplics 18 fav-
orable to higher values than are rul-
ing to-day, or at least for a well sus-
tained market. The production of Lo-
foten oYl last spring was much below
the average of past years, although
not the smallest on record. In the fol-
lowing table we glve figures showing
the production, In hectoilters, of steam
refined oll, In each of the produclng
districts of Norway since 1889 :—

Year,

Lofoten.

Sondmore,

Finmarken.

Total.

1000.. 10.500]4.500:5.000l‘.’0.000
1899 .. 8.000‘3.6(0'2,000 24,100
1808 . 11,200.3, 3,000{18,600
1897 . 18,200]3,3003,100;24,000
1800 .. .. .. . ,500]1,100{0,600{10,400
1803 .. .. .. .o . o}12,300]1,20012,500110,
1698 .. a0 .. . 12.300{1,600 4.400{:3,-.:00
1893 . 18.600(3 mw\i'>_10()|23,700
1892 ,10015,30013,000117,300
1801 .. o0 oo o0 «4}18,200{5,000] BOO;24,000
1800 oo oo o1 il 1:i16:700]8,400f1,400020,500

The average production for the ten
years previous to 1000 was 14,240 hece-
toliters In Lofoten, 3,570 hectoliters in
Sondmore angd 3,450 hectoliters In Fin-
marken, The average total production
was 21,260 hectoliters. In addition to
the fact that the total production was
below the average and nearly twenty
per cent. below that of 1809, it will
be remembered that but little or no
surplus was held in Norway at the
baginning of the fshing scason—a
very unusual clreumstance. Barly in
the season values in'Norway were fif-
teen dollars and fifty cents per bar-
rel f.0.b. Bergen. When it became evi-
dent that the Lofoten catch would be
small values advanced until twenty-
three dollars f.0.b. Bérgen was reach-
ed at the end of March. A Specula-
tive movement in London and Ham-
burg aisv Luntnibuted o this advance,
but a8 soon as it became evident that
the production in Sondmore and Fin-
marken would be above the average
values declined until elghteen and
one-halt dollars f.o.b. Bergen was
reached, about the middle of May and
eighteen dollars at the end of June.
Early in July a firmer done developed,
and values advanced 0 mnnteea dol-
lars, which quotation was well main-
talned until within the past week.
Cable advicez received Thursday last
reported a decline of twenty-five cents
a barrel én Bergen, but this decline is
expected to  prove temporary. That
market has been dull for several
weeks past, and the decline will prob-
ably be more than recovered at the
first appearance of any demand of
consequence.

The following table, showing the
highest and lowest prices which have
ruled In this market during the past
thirteen calendar years, will prove of
intervst —

Tighest Lowest
00 §22.00

1000 oo ve oo s ee sess

28.00 19.50

25.00 20.00

43.00 22.00

.00 43.00

.. 49.00 +.00

.. 2800 10.50

DB 2w

}g\, e ee e es s ee 200 13.50
TSUD oo oo oo oo oo oo oo 1050 10.00
1859 .. ov -+ «s s =o s 2L50 19.00
1888 . ed oo av e 28.00 22.00

Now that the consuming scasonr is
near at hand the market has taken on
a more active appearance, and the
opinion is very general throughout tha
trade that values will not only be well
malintained, but that there 1s & strong
probability of higher values within
the next threo months—Oll, Paint and
Drug Reporter.

Dempster & Co. have given
contracts for two large cargo boats
for the St. Lawrence trade. One of
these will have a tonnage Of 12,000
tons dead welght and will have a
speed of 13 knots. It s intended to
put this boat on the London service
next spring i possible.

Previous to the destruction ot Gal-
veston, Texas, by tho Rreat storm of
Sept. 8, the Galveston: Tribune had in
press a handsome pudblicatior entitled
Plcturesque Galveston. The edition
wor mnstly iost. but the sheets suf-
fictent to complete a  few thousand
coples have been saved. These are
belng offered at §2 cach and the pro-
ceeds.of the sale has been donated to
the Galveston rellet fund. Parties
wishing to contribute to the fund may
therefore do 8o by purchasing ene oOr
m9rc-o£ these Dooks. .

Eider,

A Change of Standards,

When eleotrio lghts first appeared
and became popular, atockholders of
gns companies grew glum, thinking
the end of the world, in the matter of
dividends, have cume. To-day muni-
cipal lighting plants are boing ercoted
in all parts of ithe country at a pace
never before cqualled. This revolu-
tlon {8 now wwatched with complace
ency, even joy, by the stocktholders,
mentioned above, for time has sufllci-
ently demonstrated that the Introduc-
tion of clectrie light in a community
increases the demand and the con-
sumption of gas. ‘Che explanation
scems to be that the atandards of
lighting have been vastly raised by
the Introduction of cleotricity and
that vwhat satisfled before no longer
brought contentment. The cry is ever
for more light. The candle dip era
has passed away, eye sight ds pre-
served and happiness extended. The
people are also reaping rich reowards
from this new education upon
the light question. Manufaoturers
have kept pace with the demands and
are now offering attracuons in tllum
inants that were undreamed of five
years ago, and that too at prices that
are marvelously dow. For these at-
tractions there 4s au  lively demand
The eleotric light was a capable plon-
cer and the harvest {s being reaped.

‘DMhis principle, that change In stand-
ard brings change In demand has a
much wider application than to lght-
ing. It i3 an dnfluence quite forcible
in the iron and steel trades. The far-
mer visits towns and beholds the tele-
phone. He wants one extending to
his own farmside. lle visits the next
county and rides on the trolley, then
insists that the electric itne pass his
doorway. Telephone and eleotric rail-
way companjes are belng organized
rapldly just now. The farmer has been
buying machinery for many years,
There seems to be less opportunity for
future progress in that direction, and
he is divertng his attention to other
w3 of acquisiuvae, tyuadly  peadciug
to the iron and steel industries,

Examples might be multipiied. The
lesson is that future nceds cannot be
measured by those of the past. There
is .perpetual industrial change and ex-
pansion in this age and wild dreams
soon become realities—Iron and Steel

Freight RatEmd Traflic
Matters.

The fredght officers of eastbound
rates held a meetlng in Chicago last
week to consider an advance in grain
rates, the export rate at 13¢ and the
domestic rate at 15c per 100 pounds,
‘The increase may not go into effect
before November 1.

Announcament {s made that the of-
ficlal committee of the trunk Uanc and
general freight assoclation will meet
in Newr York on October 16, for the
purpose of preparing a new classifica-
vion sheet. It is said to be the inten-
tion to make a general increase on all
commodaties, ke higher rates o be-
come effective January 1, 1001, Pre-
parations for ¢he advancement of
rates in the territory of the two or-
ganizations—that pant of the country
east of the Mississippl river and north
of the Ohlo—arre now being smade. The
traflic otficials of the cast-bound lines,
as announced Yesterday, authorized
an advance in export and domestc
grain rates, which will becoine cffec-
tive the Qrst of next month. The
present export rate is 13% cents from
Chicago to New York, and 1514 cents
from the Mississippi nlver 2o New
York. The new rate will be 16 cents
from Chicago and 184 cents from the
river to the scaboard. The existing
tariffs on domestic  grain—15 cents
from Chicago and 174 cents from the
river 0 New York—will be ralsed
to 17% cents from Chicago and 20%
conts from the Mississippl.

The corner stone of the Quebec
bridge was laid by Sir Wiltrld Laur-
jer, on the 2nd Inst. ‘There were
about ten thousand people present.

It 13 stated that by next spring the
Northwestern Steamship Co.  wlll
have four steamers ready, which they
propose to use for carrying grain
cargoes between the lake ports and
Europe without a change of bottom.
*September's Imports into Great Brl-
taln from Canada amounted to £2,-
29,967, and cxports to £372054. The
impurts were Cattle, 13020, value
£201593: sheep and lambs. 5,170,
worth, £7.076; bacon. 48035 c¢wt.,
£100,324: hams, 25538 cwt., £59.846;
butter. 32328 cwt.. £155,259; cheese,
233215 cwt., £576.102: eggs, 107,000
great hundreds, £39,423; horses, 328,
£9,502.
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Insolvency Law Waunted.

The Canadlan Manufacturers’ asso-
ciation, at its recent annual mecling,
adopted the following resolution : -

Whereas . The fact thaf the insol-
veniey laws of Lthe vativus provinoes
are very diverse, and lead to trouble
and expense In winding up insolvent
estates ,

And whereas: This difficulty oper-
ates very serfously to the impediment
of the growth nf the interprovincinl
and forelgn trade in Canada,

And whereas : This matter has been
ropeatedly brought to the attention of
the Dominlon government ;

Be it resolved : That this assoclation
urge its executive committee to bring
every possible pressure to bear upon
the Dominion government to have en-
acted at the next sessivn a4 general
Bankruptey Act which will provide
for the speedy, equitable and cconomi-
cal distribution of estates of insolvent
persons in Canada.

—

Edward Hyde Viers, fifth Earl of
Clarendon, has been appointed Lord
Chamberlain in succession to the Earl
of Hopetoun, recently appointed gov-
ernor-general of the Australlan com-
monwealth He was appointed aide-
de-camp to the Queen in 18Y7,has been
her lord<in-walting, lord leutenant of
Hentfordshire since 1892, and honor-
ary colonel of the Hertfordshire Yeo-
manry cavalry. He !s a Liberal Un-
fonist, and was member of parllament
for Brecon In 1870. He Is the owner
of about 5,000 acres and Kenilworth
Castle.

OVERALL GLOTHING

OUR GOODS ARE WELL DADE.
They will please your customers,

You will be picased your-clf.
Sendus your orders. Satisfaction guiranteed
—

The Hoover Mfg.Co. Ltd.

Maw's Block WINNIPEG.

Bakery Business for Sale.

Ope of the best hakery and confection-
cry busivesscs In the Northwest for sale.
Rars opening for a hustler. Capital re-
quired, $1,500.00 to $2.000.00. Poor health
cause of sellng. Lossesslon given at
once. Write C."0O. N., care Cowmerclal,
Winnipeg, Man.

For Sale.

A good paylug genem! store business,
in a flirst-class mixed farming district in
Northwestern Manitobd. on the M N,
W. Ry. Stock about $£3,000.00. Store can
be purcbascd or leascd for any length of
time. Apply to N, O. X., care of The
Coramercial, Winnlpeg.

For Sale.

A general store buslness, thorouxuly cs-
tablishied, {n good town, Good wiil' and
lease of premlses to  right buyer.  Ad-
dress X. Y., care of Commerelal.

For Sale.

.On easy terms, Hotel and Livery Stable,
Golug 2 good all round business, Good rea-
sons for sclling, Must be sold at once.
Apply Leland House, Birtle.

NOTICE.

School Lands Sale Conumissions

Notice ia hereby given that, actiog under
the powers and authorlty conferrcd upon
e LY an Order of His Lxcellency the
GovernorGenceral-in-Councll, appointing
we a commissloner to Investigate certailn
irregularitics fo the public salea of school
lands made In the month of Junc last, 1
will procced to investigate the =ald mat.
tcrs, and hear all  cowplalnts  relating
thereto, at the followlng times aund places,
naniely @

Minncdosa., at the Munlclpal hall, Mon-
day, Oct. 22, at 4 pla; irtle, at the
Municipal hall Tucsday, Oct. 23, at 7.
. Rapld Clty, at the Maonlclpal hall,
Vednesday, Oct. 24, at 8.00 rp.m.:l(}l:ld-
stone, at the Monielpal hall, Monday, Oct.
23, at s pm. Pontage ia lourie, at the
Court Hounse, Tucsday, Oct. 30, at 7.30
pm.  Notice of sittings at other polnts of
lhlt.; x:%vlnc({‘f\\"lll| tollo:vﬁl ar °

a at nnipeg, this fifth day of O¢
toher, A.D. 1900.

JAMES E. . PRENDERGAST,
Commlssionct,




