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REDUCED FLOUR RATES

The reduction of 20 to 25 cents per
100 pounds on flour irom Winnipeg
and common points to Britigh Col-
umbia points will prove specially wel-
yvome to Manitoba millers at the pres-
ent time, It is o well known (act to
those familiar with the grain trade
(the agitators to the contrary not-
withstanding) that wheat usually
prings a conkiderably higher price,
comparatively, in Afanitoba than in
the agricultural districts of the Pact-
fic coagt states. Owing to the low
prices prevalling for wheat in those
states, the millers of Oregon and
Washington states have been able to
supply a large part of the flour trade
ol Britislt Columbia and the Klondike,
They have also the advantage of low
water freights, Since the reduction
in the duty on flour last June, the
Manitoba millers have had a very
hard fight to maintain a hold in the
British Columbia markets, and at
times thoy have ‘been compelled to sell
flour at an actual Joss, or else with-
draw from the field. The present re-
Guction In rates will help thie millers
here to the extent of 20 to 25 cents
per barrel.

The reduction in wheat frelght rates
from Manitoba castwerd, of tourse,
hap the effect of advanciug the price
of Avhieat in Manitoba, compared with
whoat prices in the Pacific coast
states, thus making It more difficult
for our millers to compete with Paci-
fic coast millers in Britlsh Columbia
markets,
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THE INTERIOR ROUTE

It sccms necessary to correct an ex-
roneous fmpression In connection with
the visit of a delegation representing
tho Winnipeg board of trade, to Llast-
crn Canada in the ianterest of open-
ing an interfor routé to Yukon. Thie
vewspapers have generally spoken. of
the delegation as advocating’ the Ed-
monton route. When the matter was

under Wiscussion at  the, meeting of
the poard here, It was dis~
tinctly understood that the

bowrd did not advoeate any particular
route, cr any particular starting
point. What the board-and the Jele-
gation advocated was the vpening of o
route from some po‘nt on the North
Saxbatchewan, in the discretion of
the government., In epeaking of Lhe
actioun of the board and the delegation,
the newspapers have concluded that
this meant the Edmonton route, and
niave epoken of it in this way, thereby
placing the board in a wrong position.

THE KLONDIKE FEVER

The rush to the Klondike is one of
the most remarkable movements with-
in the memory of the generation now
passing away. It is also likely to
prove one of the most disastrous move-
ments of a like period. That thereo
will be a. vast amount of suffering
and a, considerable loss of life in con-
nection with the rush <to the north-
ern gold region is quite certain. This
is a deplorable faet that is already
being veritied.

Probably a large majority of those
who are going to the Yukon territory
have bul the fajntlest idea of the uas
ture of the country. Afany more have
no knowledge whatever of the reguire-
ments of a iorthern country. They
are, by thelr pust mode of life and
tlheir surrcundings, quite unfitted to
face the.rigors of an arctic climate,
even if they had the knowledge neces-
sary to the proper protection of theu-
selves in such a country. Thousamis
of those golng to the north country
have come from warm climates, some
direct from tropical cuuntries. Such
poople cannot ke expected to endure
the changed conditions to good ad-
vantage.

Besides  the severe climate, the
rough and inageessible nature of the
country is sure to icad to great hard-
shiv. The reglon cannot be reoached
wnder the mest favorabvle circumstan-
cz9 without undergoing cousiderable
personal discomfort and hardship.
Added to this the great diffienity of
getting in sunplies necessary to pro-
vide for the peopio who are Leing at-
tracted to the region, is a most seri-
ous question.

The amount of hardship, destitution
and suffering which Is almost certain
to bLe exnerienced in connection with
this Klondike bLusiness, is ltkely to be
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far greater than many people at pree-
ent realize. Thoe people of Canada
will undoubtedly have a serious pro-
blem on tlelr hands o few months
hence In providing for and bringing
out mauny of the ill-guided ones who
go to the Klondike region. Tt tho
country were readily accessible, the
climatic disadvantages would not be
of such imvortance. But in a  rough,
rugged, whid and largely unexplored
arctic reglon, lying a long distance in
the interior, the situation will be
gorious for those who becomo strand-
ed there, as thousands undoubtedly
will. The cost of Uving must of ne-
cegslty be very great, even for such
accommodation ag can bo had insuch
a country.

A good many who start for the
northern gold reglons will never geot
there, Some will flnd the expenso of
outfitting beyond their means. Some
will give up the effort from physical
inability to endure the-hardships of
the trip, as a anumber have already
done, Gome will drop by the way-
side o rise 10 more, Thousands wijl
become stranded for lack of means,
after they do reach  the Kloundike
region, and something will have to
be doue for these people, to provide
for them and bring them back to civ-
ilization,

Why many of these people are go-
Ing %0 to this region is something
which cannot be well understood.
They would hardly be able to tell
themaselves It they were asked. They
imagine in some vague sort of a way
that they may make a strike, but how
they know not, ‘There will not be
work for them even if they wanted
work ; but people do not go into a
wilderness 1o Jook for work. As for
gesting gold, the rich gold strikes so
far discovered have no doulat all heen
taken up, and there will be no chance
for thuse going now to secure claims
anless a number of new fields are dis-
covered, and éven then only a few
would be likely to secure claims. There
is likely to be more money spent In
getting there than will be taken out,
at the rate inexperienced persons are
rushing to the Yukon country.

At the same time, for practical pros-
pectors and mining men, who know
hiow %o provide for and take care of
themselves in & nporthern country,
there are no doubt prospects for mak-
ing some good strikkes, It Is not nee-
essary t0 go direct to the Klon-
dike to prospect for gold, There
a0 l'kely to be just as gowl strikes
iz any paxrt of the gre: t gold belt from
Cuariboo northward and eastward. In
fact it would scemy’ to be the Lest plan
for practical prospectors to keep
away from -the crush entirely, and
after providing nccessary supplies, to
styiko dircetly into the gold territory
at {ie nearest point and Legin the
search for now finds. Each new strike



