
î7isit (o Une Edystone Lig'ht Ifouse. UI2

t,.isliq to the -storerooin o11 the second floor; thc <1001 îs'as opencd,
an<I the stveps- put dowi'î to the highcst point of' the rock.

Wve prot'eeded to the Channel at the backi or lanîd side of' the
rock. Thei short ladder -was fixeil to irons placed for the pur-pose
and wce Iqcelcl-(l to the fiat surface by tic sicle of the bîouse. À
iirrowv slippery path, flot a foot I)road, eut into steps, lc;ads round
tho rockz to the Iaffder of the door, w'ithi an ascent of about eiglît
feet mnore. Tite ladder itself is thirteeji feet long, and is joinccl, so
th.at, when pulled up, it lies in the narrov passage to which it
lends. ithe renson for placing thc door so highi appears to have
heen to provide a inass of solid niasonry at the hottoni of the
building, and perhaps to prevent the p)o:sibility of invasion by pi-
rates, %vho iniglit lie anxious to recruit thtir stockz of provisions.
The arrangement of the house itself is so eompletely detailed in.
Sineaton'ls wvork, that any description %vould be superfliious; and T
shaHi Confine mvself to sucl observations as conduce, Cither to con-
firmn the just concreptions of its foundcr by the silent testimny of
ycars, or relate to alterations xvhiclî experi<mlc lias sugge.sted.

Three mcen eonstantly reside ini this place of truc mremenent.
The oldest wvlo is styled Captaiîî, lias beeni there seventeen years;
and it appears that, thoçuglIi they have liberty *remain on Shorc
each a înonth at intervals in the year, ilhcy gradually ]ose ail imcli-
nation to leave the house, andi fuel that their residence on shore
constantly inakes theni ili-an elect probably arising froin the ir-
regularities of lvnscarccly separabie froin a reinoval to thic,
pleasuyes oëf society after extreine retirenient. Eacli inan lias a
salary aonigto ncarly £SO a ycar, hesides provisions and a
boule of porter cvery day. 'l'le bouse is constantly furnislied
with thiree nionths' provL.,îons of salt, incat, biscuit, aid. water,
and an adilitional supply of one hntndred potunds of beef. There
ii; lik(eise a stock of five hundred gallons of oul for the lighits.
WVlien the house ivas finit built, thc liglit consistcd of twcnty-four
tallow candies placed withouit refleetors. It miust have heci, a "e-
ry iniefficient liglit, andî< extreniely troublesoîne bo thie mien, îvbo
were required to snuff the caîîdles every h:dfr hour; buit as candles
were found te yielà less soot mhan coînnion lanîps, tlicy proved the
be.;st nivtlod of Iighiting thien knoivni. Thei invention of the Ar-
gand lanips %vas a. valnaldc di:ýcovcry lfor Jgiloss and about
dîtirty,-eighit years ag ' 0iliat iamnj '.i as initroduced into thc Edlystone,
thie north and souti Forelands, and înany other figlits. Tlic lanips
wvere îlaced ini Uic forin of a parabolic rcflcctor, of twcenty oiie ini-
dies dianieter, plated xvitli silver, wvhieli projeets a cyliider of
figlit îvithisrrsn initenisity. At first a lens of the Saine ffiaine-
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