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casks to the storeroom on the second floor; the door was opened,
and the steps put down to the highest point of the rock.

We proceeded to the channel at the back or land side of the
rock. ‘The short ladder was fixed to irons placed for the purpose
and we ascended to the flat surface by the side of the house. A
narrow slippery path, not a foot broad, cut into steps, leads round
the rock to the ladder of the door, with an ascent of ahout cight
feet more. The ladder itself isthirteen feet long, and is joincd, so
that, when pulled up, it lies in the narrow passage to which it
leads. 'The reason for placing the door so high appeats to have
heen to provide a mass of solid masoury at the hottom of the
building, aud perhaps to prevent the paessibility of invasion by pi-
rates, who might be anxious to recruit their stock of provisions.
The arrangement of the house itself is so completely detailed in
Smeaton’s work, that any deseription would be superfluous; and 1
shall confine myself to such observations as conduce, cither to con-
firm the just coneeptions of its founder by the silent testimony of
years, ot relate to alterations which expericnce has suggested.

Three men constantly reside in this pluce of true retirement.
The oldest who is styled Captain, has been there seventeen years;
aud it appears that, though they have liberty ¢ remain on shore
cach a month at intervals in the year, they gradually lose all ineli-
nation to leave the house, and feel that their residence on shore
constantly makes them ill—an cifect probably arising from the ir-
regularities of living, scarcely separable from a removal to the
pleasures of society after extreme retirement. Each man has a
salary amounting to nearly £80 a year, besides provisions and a
bottle of porter every day. The house is constantly furnished
with three months® provisions of salt mecat, hiscuit, and water,
and an additional supply of onc hundred pounds of beef. There
is ikewise a stock of five hundred gallons of oil for the lights.
When the house was first built, the light consisted of twenty-four
tllow candles placed without reflectors. It must have been a ve-
ry inefficient light, and extremely troublesome to the men, who
were required to snuff’ the candles every half hour; but as candles
were found to yicld less soot than common lamps, they proved the
best method of lighting then known.  The invention of the Ar-
gand lamps was a valuable discovery for lighthouses; aud about
thirty-eight years ago that lamp was introduced into the Edystone,
the north and south Forclands, and many other lights. The lamps
were placed in the form of a parabwlic reflector of twenty once in-
ches diameter, plated with silver, which projects a cylinder of
light with surprising intensity. At first a lens of the same diame-
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