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say produces nothing but “a few hats”, and what do these compare
‘“ with that article of luxury sugar, the consumption of which is daily
increasing both in America and Europe, and become one of the neces-
?"  Jamaica alone cannot supply us with enough sugar,
and “the fur-trade does not employ the hundredth part of the ship-

saries of lif

ping and seamen that the sugar trade does”. *“No family in Eng-
land can want [i. e., can be without| sugar twice a day, and few in
the North parts of America can want rum as often.”

In reply to this, 4 Detection of the false Reasons and Facts
gives four answers, and in my opinion has the better of the
argument,

1. “We are able to supply every demand of sugar without
Guadeloupe ; we are not able to carry on the fur-trade with advan-
tage except we can keep Canada.”

2. Canada may “ be improveable to a variety of Uses, and pro-
duce many things, which in course of time shall be found neces-
sary to mankind, and serve many other Purposes of Profit and
curity ; unto which a sugar island, by its situation, cannot pretend ",

3. If we have “an Universal Empire on the Continent of North

America”, we can take the sugar islands when we will.

4. A northern colony is preferable to a southern, being healthier
and more suited to the development of a white race.

But the argument soon goes deeper.

The having all North-America to ourselves [says the author of the
Five Letters] by acquiring Canada, dazzles the eyes, and blinds the
understandings of the giddy and unthinking people, as it is natural for
the human mind to grasp at every appearance of wealth and grandeur,
yet it is easy to discover that such a peace might soon ruin Britain. [
say the acquisition of Canada wonld be destructive, because such a coun-
iry as North-America, ten times larger in extent than Britain, richer soil
in most places, all the different climates you can fancy, all the lakes
and rivers for navigation one could wish, plenty of wood for shipping,
and as much iron, hemp, and naval stores, as any part of the world;
such a country at such a distance, could never remain long subject to
Britain; you have taught them the art of war, and put arms in their
hands, and they can furnish themselves with everything in a few years,
without the assistance of Britain, they are always grumbling and com-
plaining against Britain, even while they have the French to dread, what
may they not be supposed to do if the French is no longer a check upon
them; you must keep a numerous standing army to over-awe them; these
troops will soon get wives and possessions, and become Americans; thus
from these measures you lay the surest foundation of unpeopling Britain,
and strengthening America to revolt; a people who must become more
licentious from their liberty, and more factious and turbulent from the
distance of the power that rules them; one must be very little conversant
in history, and totally unacquainted with the passions and operations of
the human mind, who cannot foresee those events «s clearly as anything




