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ox|»o('t<J(l tli.it, at tluM (JistitiKc of tiiiio and rouiotcness of place, u inadH

ofliiLts cntirt'l) new sliould bo coiHiuunicatc<l to the world. The dis-

creet UbC of flic materials alrtutiy extant is all that can now bo reasona-

iilv rc(iiiiri!(l or attempted. Yet w» are not without hope, that in one as-

iiL'ct, at least, our iticnio may present itf^elf arrayed in n character of

novelty and of uaworited inUrcat ; we mean, in its connexions with

Uliristianity. An cnliglilcncu (christian estimate of the prohpot of Ara-

bia and his rcligirin is, we believe, seldom formed, simply because the

siihjccl has seldom been ho [irt'senlud ay to aflbrd the means of such an
estimate. A brief sketch, therefore, of the state of Christianity at the

tunc of Mohanimcd's a[)peurance, cKpccialiy in tlvat region of the wor/d
unvhich his impoatnre took ils rise, will properly invite the reader's at-

tention at the o.itsctof the work. This will show more clearly the in-

triiticd providential bearings of the entire fabric ofMohammedan delu-

sioii upon the church of Christ ; and, apart Irom this particular view of
it, wo arc pcrsiiaded that an entirely correct or adequate judgment of
Mariiism cannot be fornied.

fitulc (if Cliristianity ii the Sixth Centura/, particularly in the East-
era Chin-chcs.

The diitinction of Eastern and Western churches, in ecclesiastical

histary, i.j ibunded up( n a similar geographical division of the Roman
iipiro under the enip(;ror», into two gretit departments; the one inchi-

ng the countries of A'.jia or the East, which had been subjected to the

Koinan arms, and the other those of Europe, more properly denomina-
ted the West. Thia dii«tii)(:tl.>n becaina ytill more common from tho

[<lays of Constantino, who removed the seat of the empire iVonillome to

onstantiuople, tho.i^h the linal and comi)lcte, rupture between tho

reck and Ijatin churches did not occur till the seventh century.

Over tlie largcijt portion of tho IJonian empire tho Christian religion

,v;is early propagated, and for two or three centuries subsisted in a
icat degree of its original tsimplieity and purity. Flourishing ehurch-
H v.'cie planted by the Apowtlos themselves in the diflerent provinces of
ia Minor, and along tho eastern limits of Europe ; from which *• the

ivord sounded out" to the adjacent territories with a multiplying power,

that the cause and king loin of the Redeemer continued to spread

long after its fir.st propagators had entered into t!«oir rest. But a grad-

al degeneracy supervened upon the primitive p u: perity of the church.

)uriiig the Iburtii century " the inysteiy of iniquii^," which had been
)::g before working in secret, began to discover itself more openjy,

tiilthough the Christians, hy the laws of tho empire, Avere exempted
oiu persecution, yet from this time forward u growing declension and
election among them is to be traced through every subseciuent period,

!lat length, in thessevcnth century, " the man of sin" became fully re-

[culcd, aiid, according to the predictions of holy writ, took his seat *» as

0(1 m tlio'temple of (jJod, opposing and exalting liimself above all that

tailed <iod, or is worshipped." It was about the period at whicli

il'iliatnjiicd arorsc tliat this tearful apostary had attained its height
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