
r I

10 THE MISPECK TRAGEDY.

!!r

i

of all such feelings, and try this case impartially and fairly. That was what justice de-

manded of them, what t)ie country expected, and what he on behalf of the crown asked
of them. The j)risoner at the bar was now placed for trial alono, because the others had
pleaded guilty—his father on another indictment—and it was not necessary that they

should be tried on this.

Having stated the nature of the charge against the prisoner, the learned Solicitor

stated very fully and clearly what evidence they were jireparod to ofler, to show how the

plot had been concocted, matured, and carried into elfect. and how discover}' followed,

and a whole train of cirumstances demonstrated the guilt of the murderers. His own
declaration would bo most important evidence against the prisoner. He then proceeded
to say that the prisoner was as guilty, if ho went with others to commit a robbery, and
to murder should it prove necessary—although lie may not actually have killed any one

liimself, as those who perpetrated the nmrder. It may be said that they had the life of

tlie prisoner in their luuuls, but they had also the safct}' of the public—of life and pro-

2ierty in their hands, aiul should remember that if such deeds could be committed with

impunity, no man would be sale— the law would be no protection. He trusted therefore,

they would try the pris(;uer with due regard to law and the evidence, and he felt satis-

fied that when they heard the evidence he would be justified in asking a verdict at their.

hands.

AVm. Reed, 1 e'ng duly sworn, said he resides inCarleton. and knew Robert McKenzie,
who was married to his sister, and had four children. He lived at Mispeck, in the Parish

of Simonds. .Saw ]McIvenzie about four weeks previous to the murder, at his own place,

about ten miles from the city. The house was a cottage, about fifty feet long by about
twenty-five wide, with a hall through the centre. On tiie other side of the road, about
fifteen rods ofl'. was another house, occupieil by his serv;.-iit Juan. Policy was the last

man who lived with him. There was an iron safe in McKenzie's house, kept in his bed-

room ; never saw it open. Does not know much of his circumstances. Saw money with
him often. Wiis down there on Monday after the fire. Roth houses were completely

ooiisumed. In the little house, wus found the lemains of McKenzie, as was supposed
;

his body from the slioulders to the thighs—the head was gone, the legs were gone, and
the arms were oil". The trunk was completely cooked up ; it was blackened so that you
could hardly tell what it was; could identify it as a male, but there were no means of

identifying it as McKenzie's body ; it lay about the southwett corner of the lioujo.

••unoug the ruins. In the ruins of the other house were found a small part of the breast

and heart of whatsetiued to be a woman (head and limbs were all gone) ; the body of a

child was there ; legs, head, and arms were all gone. The oldest child was live years old

oil the third of last September. 'I'he youngest child was walking about when he last

saw it. Tiiere was some llesh on the child's body. When witness went out the remains
had been found and placed in the iron chest, which was open, and had the key in the lock.

It was about two o'clock. Several of the neighliors were there. Tliinks McKenzie's was
a mile from the nearest house, which is Robinson's, on this side. Peter O'ilare's Wiis

over a mile at the other side.

Knew Mrs. McKenzie to have liad a steel bead purse. Thinks he saw the purse pro-

duced before in -Mrs. Mc^Keiizie's possession. (To t!ie .ludge.) It is upwards of seven
years since he first saw it ; did not see it since he left Mispeck house. This looks wry
like the one she had.

(Carpet Rag produced)— \t!ver saw this before to his knowledge. Was in the iioii>;(' three

ar four timed fur thj hut \\<\iv yoars. .McKeiizio had u watcii
; did not sei; the watch since he

iuft him.

Cross-examined by Mr. Wetmore.— Could not tell what the color of the silk of .Mrs. Mc-
Kenzie's piiise was.

George liCet, being sworn, said— 1 live at West Reach. I worked lor Mr. R. McKenzie
for some time pri'vioius to tiie Saturday before the murder, which was the last liay. Was liure

off and oil. 1 lell oil tlio .Saturday evening about six o'clock. It was about dusk ; saw Mc-
Kenzie a short time before 1 left ; we had worked together all the alternoon gathering up oats.

.Saw him last down by the lowir Itani, which is aiioiit one hundred and lilty yards h-om the
lower lariii-h(Hise. From McKenzie's duelling house to the iuun wus uijout ninety yards.—
Kxcept .McKenzie's two little boys, no one was with him.' Do not remember having .seen

Mrs. .McKenzie on that day. The youngest child .seemed to lie about a year old. Was nut

in the baliit of going iniieli into .MeKenzie's house ; took my victuals and slept in the small

house. Had no conmumicutioii with the big house. .My father's house is said to lu; five miles

from .McKenzie's. There was lire in the small house ul dinner time, but none that 1 know of

when I left. Called at C>'Ilure"s on my way home, tiot home u few minutea after (ight

o'clock. First heard of the fire on Sunday evening about seven o'clock. Was sent lor on
Sunday uight by Stjuire Hawks to come into town on Monday morning ; came that night ud
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