
HISTORY O 1< AMERICA.
B o o K deftincd to facilitate the communication between diftant coun-

j tries, feem, at firft, to be formed to clieck the progrcfs of

man, and to mark the bounds of that portion of the globe

to which nature had confined him. It was long, we may be-

lieve, before men attempted to pafs this formidable barrier,

and became fo flcllful and adventrous as to commit themfelves

to the mercy of the winds and waves, or to quit their native

fliorc in quefl of remote and unknown regions.

Fiift attempts

towardi navi-

gation.

Navigation and fliip-building are arts fo nice and compli-

cated, that they require the ingenuity, as well as experience of

many fucccfTive ages to bring them to any degree of perfedlion.

From the raft or canoe, which firft fervcd to carry a favage

over the river that obftruded him in the chace, to the conQruc-

tion of a veflel capable of conveying a numerous crew with

iafety to a diftant coaft, the progrefs in improvement is immenfe.

Many efforts would be made, many experiments would be

tried, and much labour and invention would be employed, be-

fore men could accomplifli this arduous and important under-

taking. The rude and imperfeft ftate in which navigation is

ftill found among all nations which are not confiderably civiU

ized, correfponds with this account of its progrefs, and demon*

ftrates that, in early times, the art was not fo far improved as

to enable men to undertake diftant voyages, or to attempt re-

mote difcoveries.

Irtroduflion

of Lommeice.

As foon, however, as the art of navigation became known,

a new fpecies of correfpondence among men took place. It is

from this oera, that we muft date the commencement of fuch an ;

intercourfe between nations as defcrves the appellation of com-^

merce. Men are, indeed, far advanced in improvement before

commerce


