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rUSEYISM EXAMINED. 5

happy to think that we have been able to prepare them
in part, with the aid of God our Saviour, for the work
of the ministry, and we shall follow them in their career

with the same affection, and we hope, with the same
prayers. But we ourselves, Gentlemen, will make no
advances to the political governments ; we believe that

our sole resource is with the Government from above,

and knowing the faithfulness of Christ towards those

who seek only His glory, assured that there is a place

for whomsoever He calls to preach His Gospel, we will

ask of Him the confidence that we, teachers and pupils,

ought to have in His love, and to make us all continue

to walk byfaith and not by sight.

The circumstances even of the Church in our coun-

try might also occupy our attention. Alas ! we have
played this year the part of Cassandra. In vain have
we presented, as well as we could, the correct principles

of Ecclesiastical Government ; in vain, in particular,

have we shown that the elders of the Church ought to

be chosen by the people of the parishes assembled in

their ph^ccs of worship, with their pastors, after having

invoked the name of God, and not by municipal coun-
cils, oVer which magistrates preside ; our words for a

moment licard, have in the end been in vain. We have
seen among us, a very strange spectacle ; Ave have seen

ecclesiastics, men in other respects truly enlightened,

and possessing undoubted talent ippear to fear their

parishes, and employ their poAvert, 1 influence to cause

the rulers of the Church to be elected, not by the

Church, but by the magistrates charged to watch over
the maintenance of the roads and public edifices. And
now tliat this election has been made, what do people

say ? Surprising thing ! Exclamations of astonish-

ment and grief are heard, that the political bodies to

which some have wished at all price to entrust the ec-

clesiastical elections, have made those elections political

;

the fall of tlie Church is predicted ; men are now occu-
pied with those who are destined infalliblt/ to share the
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