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yet he infulted the rites of it, and diftinguifhed the fafl:

days by a large piece of beef. He bad not the virtues

of the private man to compenfate for the defers of the

prince. His propenfity to the northern vice of intem-

perance in drinking betrayed him into a difcovery of

his ill-concerted meafures ; whilft an open difregard of

the emprefs his confort confirmed her apprehenfions of

danger, and taught her to confult her own fecurity*

A confpiracy was formed, and he was depofcd by the

intrigues of his confort, who fucceeded to the throne.

Among the confpirators were, the emprefs, and the

velt marftial Rofamowflty hotman of the GolFacks, whom
the emperor had a little time before declared colonel of

one of the regiments of foot guards. The emprefs; in

her famous manifefto publiftied after her hufband's

death, brought a variety of accufations agaiivft- liliii'^

ihe charged him with ingratitude to the emprefs Eliza-

,beth his aunt ; with incapacity ; an abufe of power ; a
contempt of religion and law ; a fcheme to remove
the gtand duke from the fucceflion ; to fettle it in fa-

vour of a fttanger ; and even to put herfelf to death.

Thus we have feen a fovereign prince of Holftein, great

nephew of Charles the twelfth, grandfon of Peter the

fir(t, and heir of thofe rival monarchs, onceelodled fuc-

cefTor to the crown of Sweden, actually afcending the

throne of Rudia, hurled down, after alhortreign of fix

months, from all his ^eatnefs, by the intrig'ues of a

woman and the refentments of a landing force, fup*-

ported by the concurrertce of an offended nation ; leav-

ing an important lelTon to princes^ of the inftability of
human grandeur, and of the certain danger of an efta-

bliflied miiitary power under a weak and capricious gO'-

vernment. This very unhappy monarch died within

eight days after his depofiiion. The fufpi-cion of the

world, warranted byhidorical examples, has concluded

that his death was violent : indeed it has been report-

ed, that whilft he-was great duke, a minifter of ftate de-

clared in words to this effedt, ^ Tbat nothing could

'cure him but a black dofe/
Notwithftanding this revolution, the interefts of the

king^of Pruflia were not injured. The emprefs adhered

40 the engagements of her late hu(band, and peculiarly
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