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OF THE ESCAPE OF RANSOM CLARK, (OF LIVINCSTOX COUN-
TY, NEW ^()RK,) FROM THE MASSACRE IN WHICH MAJOR
DADE AND HIS COMMAND WERE Cl'T OFF iiV THE SEMI-

NOLE INDIANS, IN FLORIDA, on llio 2M\i Dec. r^r, ; ns coiniiiuni-

catcd by himself, while on a visit to Boston in the snnimer of 1SJ7, to the

editor of t!ie Morning Post.

[A lull ami particular history of the Florida War will he found in my
Book of the Indians, tot;ether with other Indian afl'airs.— Etl.)

Our detachment, coiisistino^ of one hnntlretl iind .^ievonteen

men, under connnand (»f Major Dade, started from fort Brooke,

Tampa Bay, on the 23d of December, and arrived at the scene

of action about eio-ht 'clock on the tnorninG; of tlie 2Sih. It

was on the edge of a pond, three miles from the spot where we
had bivouacked on the night previous. The pond was sur-

rounded by tall grass, brush and small trees. A moment be-

fore we were surprised, Major Dade said to us, " We have now
got through all danger ; keep up good heart, and when we get

to fort King, I '11 give you three days for Christmas."

At this time we were in a path or trail on the border of the

pond, an' the first notice that we received of the presence of

the enemy was the discharge of a rifle by their chief, as a sig-

nal to commence the attack. The pond was on our right, and
the Indians were scattered round, in a semicircle, on our left,

in the rear and in advance, reaching at the two latter points

to the edge of the pond; but leaving an opening for our en-

trance tm the path, and a similar opening on the other extrem-

ity for the egress of our advance guard, v.hich was permitted

to pass through without being fired on, and of course uncon-
scious of the ambuscade through which they had marched.
At tlie time of the attack this guard was a quarter of a mile in

advance, the main body following in column two deep. The
chief's rifle was followed by ageneial discharge from his men,
and Major Dade, Captain Frazier and Lieut. Mudge, together

with several non-commissioned ofiicers and privates, were
brought down by the lirst volley. Our rear guard had a six-

pounder, which, as soon as possible, Avas hauled up, and brought

to bear upon the ground occupied by ihe uiiseen enemy, se-

creted among the grass, brush, and trees. The discharge of

the cannon checked and made them fall back for about half an
hour. About twelve of us advanced and brought in our dead.

Among the wounded was Lieut. Mudge, who was speechless.


