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tlicy infidcd that I nioukl retreat, or they wouUl be obliged to abandon me. 1 had
no other party to take, and a hard party it was to troops who coiilct do nothing
without them, to yield to their relblves ; antl tlierefore [iropofed i > retire at ni^^iit,

lending on before my fick, wounded, artdleiy, eve. down the V, ood Creek, co-

vering them by our line of march.
This did not fall in witli their views, which were no lels than treacheroufly com-

mitting ravage upon their friends, as tlicy had lott the opportunity of doing ic

upon their eninii'js. To elfect this they artfully caulld mellen^vTs to I'Oinc in,

one after the other, with accounts of t!ie ne.iru- approaches of the rebels i one ;uul

the lafi: affirmed that they were within two miles of ("a[->tain I.eriioult's ; oih Not
giving entire credit to this, aiUl keeping to my refolution of rciirinf, by niyht, they

grew furious and abmdonetl ; lei/.etl u[)i)n the otiicers' liquor ;:!ul eloaths, in Ipite

of theefForts ol' their fervants; and became more formid ible than the enemy we
h.id to ex|)ect. I now thought it time to call in Captain Lernonli's pofb, rcii/iiig

witli the troops in camp to tiie ruined fort called V,''lliam, in liie front of the

garrifon, notonly to wait the enemy, if they tliought p: :}'vr t) faliy, but to ]'ro-

ted the boats from the fury of the lavages, having fcnt t.-rward C :iptain 1 b yes,

with his detachment, with one piece of cannon, to the j^lace v.heie Jiull l''orc

llood, to receive the troops who waited the arrival of Ca[U.)in I.ernoult. Mcll of
the boats wereefcorted that night beyond Canath Cie(-k, wliere no danger v/as to

be apprehended from the enemy. The creek at tliis place bending from the road,

has a deej> ceil.ir fwamp between. F-vcry attention v,as now turneil to the mouth
of the creek, wliich the enemy might Iia/e podelled themfelves of by a rapid

march by the Oneyda Catlle. Atthi.s place the whole of the little army arrived by
twelve o'clock at night, and took polt in I'uch a manner as to have no fears of any
thing the enemy could do. Here we remained till three o'clock next morning,
when tlic boats which could come up the Creek arrived, or rather that the rafcally

part of all nations of the Indians would fufler to come up; and proceeded acrola

L,ake One\da to the ruined fort of Brereton, where I learnt that fomc boats were
Hill labouring down the creek, after being lightened of the bell part of their freight

by the Meiraiagoes. Captain I ernoult propoled, with a boat full of armed men,
to repafs the lake tliat night, to relieve them from their labour, and fiipply thein

with rovilinn. 'I'his traiUaclion does as rnuch honour to tiie humanity as to the

gallantry of this valuable oiHcer.

On itly arrival at the Onondago Falls I received an anfwcr to my letter from
your Fxcellencr, whicli Ibewed, in the cleared light, tlie Irenes of treachery that

had ueen jMM^tifcd upon nie. The irji (fengcr had her 1 indeed on his way that they

were collecting the fame kind of i\:bble as before, bur that there was not an enemy
v.-ithin forty miles of Fort Stainvix.

Soon after my arrival here I was joined by Captain Lernoult, with the men and
btuats he hud been in fearch of. I nit .n im!'. .(^diately tj fend olF, for the ui'c of the

upper garrifon, all the overplus pi-oviCioii 1 lli ill have, after keeping a futliciency to

carry my detachment down, which i mciii to do v/ith every expedition in my power
the moment this bufinefs is tircded, for which juirpole I have ordered here the

Inow. I'he llcop is ahead}- gone from this \\ ith her lull lading.
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