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jured. TiiB Hettlenient uf the country is cfTuct-

ed very Hatisfactorily indeed under those coiidi-

tioUH which allow two or three iiiemlHirH of a|

tainily or two or three iloau and intimate frieiulH
'

to go together. One of the great dilliculties in a'

new country like the North-VVest is the separation I

of tlie settlers, at the best, from the aggregates of

population. That diliii.'idty they must encounter

until towns grow ; that dillicuilty is made greater

in tlu! Xorth-West by reason (»f the large areas

which we allow for the individual settler, and
which make him in a sense remote even from his

iininecliate neighbor. Hut that ditiiculty is iiiten-

siHed when under our |)riiiciples of settlement

there is going to be Hettlenient ni the tirst instance

only in luternate sections ; when you have a set of

sections for Haleah>iig the railway, and a free grant
set of sections, alternating with each other. It

is obvious, exceiit in the case of an immigrant
who has considerable ca]>ital, that a settler

will be almost driven to say " the capital I

have niiiHt Ih; ]iut iiit<i fencing and buildings and
into implenients and breakimr the land, and I

cannot atl'ord to pay a price for the land ;
" and,

therefore, you have these inevitable ditllcidties to

some extent intensified, even by any system under
which there will be a check on free settlement.

We cannot avoid that, we cannot eat our cake and
have our cake. If it is necessary to make these

railway grants to secure the construction of roads,

we must do so on the least disadvantageous terms
to the public consistent with reasonable ailvcntage

to the railways. When these grants were proposed
and submitted to the House, I submitted a motion,
which will be found recorded in the Journals of the
House, for a vote was taken upon it, tliat tiie grants
should be made only on condition that the areas

ranted of agricultural lands (I did not speak of

and with mill privileges or station grounds or
town sites, or other special values, but only of

ordinary agricultural lands) should be ojien for

sale on reasonable conditions for actual set-

tlement and in reasonalde areas, at a price

not exceetling a maximum to be fixed. My
object was to ensure that a man who goes rmt to

that country to hunt for land, and takes a maj) on
whicli he hnds the alternate .sections indicated,

woulc' know that if he has found a choice section

on railway lands, he woiilil be as certain to get that

section if it had not been entered liefoie, on coming
back to the railway oHiie ami paying the sti|)U-

lated price, as he would be certain on coming
back to the (iovernment otKce of getting the free

grant which is adjoining it. He could tliusclioo.se

his free grant, and for his neigh))or or friend with
whom he wished to live in proximity he could
choose the railway land. Hy tliis means you would
{irovide against the lock up of land which the
ion. menilier for Muskoka (Mr. O'lhien) has
referreil to, and which niny be a very serious evil.

You would make this laiiil as fi'eely oiien for settle

nient as the (iovernment lands, excejit on the addi-

ti(m of having to jiay a certain sum. In the old times
when I had an o])portunity of taking an interest in

these matters—an interest which the lion, member
for As.siniboia (Mr. I )avin) doubts a little sometimes,
but which I can assure him, Iiowcver misdirected
w,is, at any rate, very sincere—I received com-
plaints fnmi persons who had been in that count'.y

and who said :
" We went here and there and every-

where, and on coming back, having made one or

i

more Helectioiis, we foiiml either timt the land woa
a railway grant and we could not get it, or it

was lielit by the Canadian Pacific Railway under
that blanket grant of theirs, or it was in tliu

hands of speculators, and we came back dis-

heartened." Your system ought to be one which
would leave open on plain terms to actual settle-

ment, irrespective of tlie will of the railway com-
|iany, the agricultural lands, out of which, not-

witliHtaiiding your arrangement, the railwiiy com-
pany shall derive a reasonable price. Name u
maximum price, and let the laiiils, suliject to the

payment of that inaximuni by reasonable instal-

ments, be open to settlement in I'easonable

areas. If you do that you diminish the

difficulties inseparable from this i|Uestion, t<i

the greatest ]io8sii>le extent, and, if so niini-

niiseii, the advantages of securing the construc-
tion of a railway are greater than the disadvan-
tages of causing tlie partial lock up of lands neces-

sary for its construction. I do fear, that if there

comes again a time of considerable imniigration to

the North- West, and of considerable huiiting for

land, the reckless manner in which we have given,

and are giving, these grants will pi<ive in the fu-

ture, as It has proved in the past, to be a greater

obstacle to the settlement of that country than
might exist if a different system were adopted. It is

all very well to rejieat the arguments with which
I was met in former years, iiainely, that it is in

the interest of the railway coni])any to sell, and
that we may be (piite sure they will be glad to

set a low jirice on the hind. We liave heard that

before, and we have hail an example of the short-

sighted policy in the ])eriod of inflation to which I

have referred, which prevented settlement just

because it was thought a little more money might
be obtained later on. I do not want these lands
to lie used for speculation, either by the individual
biiyei's or by the railway company itself. I want
them to be charged, in favor of the railway
coni]>aiiy, with a ri'a.sonalily fair piice for the
settlers to pay; and while suliject to that charge,

that they .shall be as free and ojieii to the settlers

as if they were ( loveriiineiit free grants of lands.

On resolution 1,

Mr. HLAKK. Ti> the difficulties that beset the

consideration of tliis ijuestion, the lion, member
for Lisgar (Mr. Ho,ss) has added other alleged

difficulties w liicli do not in fact exist. He has
spoken alioiit coal lands, timber lands, and lands
in the immediate vicinity of stations and town
sites being included. Wiiat i.s the suggestion I

made to the Hou.te '; I excluded lands of this

character ; I limited my suggestion to ordinary
agricultural lands. Lands which tlie com)iany
might have a right to hold as having s])ecial

values, wliicli did not come within this

denoinination— lands having a special value,

such as coal lands, timber lands, to\Mi sites

or ex])ecteil town sites, could, by a very easy ar-

rangement, be witlidrawn from the operation of

the regulation whicli would ajiply, by arrange-
ments to be prescribed by the (Jovernnient, under
the general direction of I'arliament, a niaxi-

niuni to ordinary agricultural lands alone. I admit
that there aie some real difficulties to which
the lion, gentleman has alluded, but wliiidi also he
has exaggerated. He hassuppo.sed that my sugges-

tion necessarily applied one maximum to all rail-


