
SMALI.EK FRUITS.
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These smaller liuils arc iifsunlly roiuul coincident with the grasses, and the currants and gooseberries

with the I'orests. iailing only in the North from <limati<' delects Avhere the grasses and forests fail. Sir

John Riehardson fonnd iln' wild cnnant growing with the grasses and shrubs, and the showy epilobium

on the shores of the Aretic ( tican in latitndi- OS*". Strawberries have b'-cn fonnd by explorers on the most

northern limits of ihe '.ir;is^-|)ro<lui'ina- regions, even around the cold hximid shores of Hudson Bay and

as hi[(h as !',!' on the eastern coasts of that vast inland sea. Small fruits, cueumbers, niu»k-melons and

vegetables of all kinds (•oine to maturity at Norway llcii.se, near latitv^de 54' (Q-eo. R., 1S79, p. -31. «c.)

But l;he isothermal ol' July and .4ug\ist which would pass through Norway House would go north ol

CD' on Mackenzie river and to the Arctic Circle at Youkon.

.'V high temperature oven in a short summer is snthcient to ripen these smaller fruits, and the

temperature beyond the Arctii ('in le at Fort Youkon is given in the Russian records at 65° 7' for

.Inly, 60° for August and 5!' 7' lor the summer—June. July and Augiist. Fort Simpson on Mackenzie

rivor, in latitude 61° 61', has a June of 63 fi' and a .Inly of 61" .51'. Fort Chipewayan on lake

Athabuska, latitude 68° 43', has a July 63' K\ en York Factory, in latitiule 57°, on Hudson Bay. the

temperature of which is lowered by the cold waters of that vast inland sea, has a July of 60°.

In Norway and Sweden the berry fruits go to latitude 63° and even in Kamtchatka on the eastern

coast, where it is at least ten degrees colder than on the western or interior regions, the blackberry is

found in latitude 53° to 54°.

The northern boundary of these smaller fruits may be placed ns high as the grasse.s, and over the

vast regions of the interior co-exteusive with the pastures and meadows.

"Strawberries, raspberries, currants, cranberries, and two kinds of cherries are abundant on Peace

river [to latitude 58°]. The llora of the whole of I'cace river is much the same as central Ontario.

Cucumbers started in the oi)en air were fully ripe" [August 15tti. latitude .')8' 24'.] {Prof. Maconn's

evidence.)


