
APPENDIX.

(Signed,) THE MERCHANT PROPRIETORS.

(No. 8.)

Tke instructions of the merchant proprietors to John Meares.

• • • • Should you, in the course of your voyage, meet with
any Russian, English, or Spanish vessels, you will treat them with ci- 
vility and friendship, and allow them, if authorized, to examine your 
papers, which will show the object of your voyage. But you must, at 
the same time, guard against surprise. Should they attempt to seize 
you, or even carry you out of your way, you will prevent it by every 
means in your power, and repel force by force. You will, on your ar
rival in the first port, protest, before a proper officer, against such illegal 
procedure, and ascertain, as nearly as you can, the value of your vessel 
and cargo, sending such protest, with a full account of the transaction, 
to us, at China. Should you, in such conflict, have the superiority, 
you will then take possession of the vessel that attacked you, as also her 
cargo, and bring both, with the officers and crew, to China, that they 
maybe condemned as legal prizes, and their crews punished as pirates.

Wishing you a prosperous voyage, &c.

• tended and continued in force, in the same manner as if all the provisions 
of the said article were herein specifically recited.

Art. 2. It shall be competent, however, to either of the contracting 
parties, in case either should think fit, at any lime after the 20th of Oc
tober, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve months to the other con
tracting party, to annul and abrogate this convention; and it shall, in 
such case, be accordingly entirely annulled and abrogated, after the ex- 
piration of the said term of notice.

Art. 3. Nothing contained in this convention, or in the third article 
of the convention of the 20th October, 1818, hereby continued in force, 
ehall be construed to impair, or in any manner affect, the claims which 
either of the contracting parties may have to any part of the country 
westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains.
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