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THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH
ADDRESS IN REPLY

The Senate resumed from yestorday the
consideration of Bis Excellency the Covor-
nor General's Speech at the opening of the
session, and the motion of Hon. Mr. David
for an Address in roply thereto.

Hon. WILLIAM DUFF: Honourable
senators, a week ago to-day we assembied in
this Chamber for two purposes: one, to ho
present at the oponing of this session; the
second, to welcome to this country and to
this Parliament Bis Exceilency the Earl of
Athione and his charming consort, Princess
Alice. Bis Excellency opened the session
with a Speech from the Throne, addressed
both to the Sonate and to the House of
Commons.

Before dealing with that speech, may I say
that we in Canada appreciate the fact that
Bis Mai esty King George VI and the Gov-
ernment of Great Britain sent to us so charm-
ing a couple as His Excellency and the
Countess of Athione, and wo hope their stay
in Canada will ho both happy and pleasant.

The Speech from the Throne, as usual,
omits what honourable members may have
expected it to say; and, as usuai too, there
is some criticism bocause the speech con-
tains so littie. In my opinion that lack may
of itself be a good thing. I have for some
twenty-four or twenty-five sessions had the
honour and priviiege of sitting eitber in this
Chamber or in another place in this build-
ing, and it seems to me that on a number
of occasions more amendments were made te,
legislation than were necessary. Apparently
officiais in the different departmnents, in order,
as they thought, to show tbey wero doing
their best, passed on to their Ministers cer-
tain amendments wbich, either in the next
or the second session after enactment, had
to ho repeaied. So I think that in these
serious limes in the history of Canada it is
perhaps just as well that Bis Excellency, on
the advice, of course, of his Ministers, dealt
only with the subject which is of primo
importance to ail of us in this country.

I think, bowever, honourable senators, it
may be truthfully said that there is something
in the Speech of which we should take cogni-
zance. Bis Excelleney's Speech, of course,
relates particularly to the war and the after-
math of the war. 1 will not read the whole
Speech, but with your permission I sbould
like to read two paragrapbs. The first is the
one in which His Excellency says:

The destruction of freeclom throughout Europe
bas awalzened. in the western bemisphiere, a
fuller consciousness of the Nazi menace. In 'the
face of the common peril there bas arisen a

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND.

dloser association and an increasing measure
of co-oporation between the United States of
America and the nations of the British
Commonwealth.

I think, honourable senators, that is a
noble sentiment, no matter from whom it
may come. If we are to live in peace in this
world again after the war, especially those of
us who are in this hemisphere, we must be on
gond terras with our neighbours to the soutb
and with the other nations of the Americas.
Therefore we sbould recognize that this clause
in Bis Excellency's speech is a clause well
worth discussing and adopting.

Be goes on to say:
You have been summoned at this time that

opportunity may be afforded for the fullest
consideration and discussion of Canada's war
effort and of national problems which the war
bas served to intensify or croate.

There again, I think, is something with
which we must deal. Not only the Govern-
ment of this country, with powers that we as
members of this Chamber bave not, but also
the members of this Chamber and of the
representative body sitting in another place
must give fuît and serious iconsideration to
the problems of this country and Great
Britain which are due to present-day condi-
tions, and to problims which may arise in
tbe near future.

Those two paragraphs alone are sufficient
to justify mie in saying that Bis Exceliency
bas earned our praise for making sucb a con-
tribution to the bistory of Canada in the lirst
Speech from the Tbrone whicb bie bas delivered
to the people of this country, through the
Sonate and the Bouse of Commons.

I said a moment ago that there was bound
to be criticism because tbe Speech did not
go as far as it migbt. Knowing myscîf as I
hope I do, and knowing my failings, especially
my partisanship, I can realize tbat there are
many people in this coun.try wbo tbink
"1notbing good can come out of Nazareth."
I must admit-for open confession is good
for the soul-that under other circumstances
and with anotber government in power,
wbetber the Speech from the Tbrone wvas
drafted by the Governor General himself or
wbether he was voicing the opinions of bis
advisers, I migbt be the first to find fauît
with it.

On Tuesday nigbt we listened to two very
excellent addresses, and, if I may, I sbould
like to congýratulate botb the bonourable
senator from Sorel (Bon. Mr. David) and the
bonourable senat-or from Toronto (Bon. Mr.
Bayden), wbo, respectively, moved and
seconded the Address in reply to the Speech
from the Tbrone. The young senator from
Toronto is a new member, but in the speech


