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Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-After a general financial administration of India,
unanimous vote last year in favour of a com- and I agree with my hon. f riend that all
mittee. the speakers who took part in the discussion,

both in the House of Lords and House of
Hon. Mr. MILLS-I have no objection Commons, were agreed upon this, that the

to a committee. House of Lords had no right to introduce
an inquiry or to take part in a joint com-

Hon Ir. FERGUSON-If so, I misunder-- mittee in an inquiry into the general finan-
stood entirely my hon. friend. He referred cial affairs of the United Kingdom. That
then to the question of a joint committee point was settled; but it was n-t settled, it
that was proposed in 1871, in England which was not questioned, they did not enter into
has beeni referred to by the hon. leader of the discussion at ail as to whether the bouse
the House, and said that it was then of Lords had or had not the right to inquire
settled, as far as the opinion of Mr. Disraeli into particular expenditure in regard to
and others was concerned, that the House of the financial affairs of Great Britain and
Lords should not properly form part of a Ireland. That point was fot reached,
conmittee to investigate that subject, and was riot touched at all in the discussion.
the reply which was ma'de by Mr. Gladstone 1 have gne over the matter very care-
and others was, that as it was not an inquiry fully. 1 have extracts from the speeches then
into the public accounts of the United King-'niade in my hand, and 1 take the
dom it was quite proper for the Lords to take ground, and take it with ail confidence, that
part. My hon. friend, if I understood him the point vas neyer reached, either in the
right, semso the sam gtuHot.a use of Lords or in the Comnîis at thatrgt, sem otke the sameý ground to-day:
that he took last year, that it was conceded time as to vhethfr the House of Lords had
on ail hands that the House of Lords had no or had not the riglit to inquire intothe expen-
right to enter into an investigation of the diture of any special departinent, in the
financial affairs of the United Kingdom of affairs of the United Kingdom; but apart
Great Britain and I reland. f authority that is

t1uoted-I can refer to an instance in our
lon. Mr. MILLS-Perhaps my hon. own parlianentary practice. I can refer my

friend will allow me brietly to state my lion. friend, the leader of the buse, to a
position. It is this-not that an inquiry case which occurred in 1870, wvhen the Hon.
should not be made into the affairs of the Senator Wilniot, a member of this fouse,
Drumnond County Railway, but I say propose( a resolution. 1 have the renîarks
when the Uouse is expressing a determina-that were made upon that resoluto
tion to inquire into the amount of subsidies if 1 have fot the resolution itself. It
granted, that the House is by that forai of was a resolution that the Senate of Canada
expressioi, and that declaration as to the slioul appoint a committee to inquire into
object of the inquiry, encroaching on the the general public accountsof the DominionjuriNdjcio of th:oîoî of Canada, and here is what Sir Alexander

Canipbell, the leader if the ouie, and a
lion. Mr. FERGU>SON-That docs neot very eminent authority with regard to legal
teriay affect the inanne i whic i and constitutional questins general fi

understood niy aon. friend. le took the upon that occasion Kindom. Tat

group t s that this fouse of parliainent i tadt

the d isso a1( lt allfe asto whthemr ste He

ot a constitutional right to inquire into thed d not the i to e
bruý pe , in o f t e i - te ullart select eimittees, but

u County atter i the nanner in e did differ fr po lint as te t ne poetr of sch ced-which it S, poposel te make the in uiry by' nitteeste deal witnt ttc geaa lli Pblic acounts
the hotion of ae gone ver te matte very ap
the *y aou. frndt ell. Imatte fraspeciti frmse, say, fer instance,

Opposition in this flouse. 1 thnk my te examine inte the axiliture en Rideau Hall,lfl' frienld has escaped a very important îvhicg had teen alnded te y the inover, but they

feat . in regard to tis question, showing~ c1nc e pen ubi conscmjt
its entire dissi milarity f rom the 'case that IThe ground taken by Sir Alex. Campbell,
Ocdurred in 1871 in Great Britain with whicli was properly taken, and with which
regard t the inquiry intoH the financial ad- we wil aIl agree, was that it would not be
i'1flflitration of India. The proposai that proper for the Senate to appoint a public

% then made was an inquiry into the accounts committee to perform the work the
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