
North- West [APRIL 29, 1890.] Territories Bill.

HON. MR. PERLEY-I can tell you the
reason exactly, if you want to know it. As
I stated at the outset, I was two years in
the Council with the member representing
that district. .e is not an educated man;
naturally, that class of people have never
had the advantages to fit them for public
Positions, and for that reason the people
thought it advisable to make a district, so
that they could get a good man to repre-
Sent them.

HON. MR. POWER-They could im-
Port a good man if they wished it. At
all events, they could import a school-
nTaster, and the character of the represen-
tation would improve ; so there is no sub-
stantial reason against dividing the dis-
trict. There is a feeling that the Half-
breeds are not quite good enough to sit in
the same Assembly with the whites-that
1s ail.

RON. MR. PERLEY-No, that is not
the fact.

HoN. MR. POWER-The hon. gentle-
'an from Calgary objected to this
?arliament interfering with the division
Of the district. It was this Parliament
Which made the division in the first
instance-this Parliament which alone-has
the authority to make a division-and we
are dealing with that very matter now. If
any change is to be made, now is the time
tO make it, and here is the place to do it.
Tehen the hon. gentleman from Calgary
told us also that ho was familiar with the
86ntiment of that section, and that there
wVas no dissatisfaction with the existing
state of things ; but a little later on he
admitted that he did not know the senti-
lent of this particular region. I do not
think it at ahl probable that the Half-breed
Population of St. Albert, if they did feel
dissatisfied with the present state of
things, would carry their griefs to thelion. gentleman who lives four hundred
miles away from them, and from whom
bey would not expect a great dealOf Synpathy. They sent their repre-

8entations to the hon. gentleman from St.
boniface, who, in a certain sense, repre-

ients that element in the whole of the Ter-
Titories. It has been contended with a
good deal of force that these people are

p'epresented by members in the House of
aonnS. In one sense that is true; in

another it is not. The point taken here is

that there is a minority, which is a mino-
rity in every electoral district, and that
minority is not represented. We simply
get the voice of the majority• under our
system: that is the only voice that we can
get here directly. I am not going to say
that is a defect, but I say the minority are
entitled to be heard. If they are endur-
ing what they feel are grievances they
have a right to be heard, and we have a
right to consider their grievances if it can
be shown that thevare substantial. Then
the hon. gentleman says that they are repre-
sented in the Legislative Assembly and
have no right to come here. But the very
thing that they complain of is that they
are not rep resented in the Legislative As-
sembly. The compiaint is that when we
were arranging the divisions in the North-
West they were not able to secure repre-
sentation. If that complaint is well foun-
ded, then the answer given by the hon.
gentleman from Calgary is not an answer
at ail. This is one of those questions as
to which it is very difficult for a member
of this House to say how ho ought to vote
or feel. I certainly do not think that,
with the information beforeus,we are called
upon to make such a division as that pro-
posed by the hon. gentleman from St. Boni-
face. I believe myself that a division could
be made of that Edmonton district which
would give one member to each division,
and which would probably satisfy people
who are said to be dissatisfied: but I think
the boundary line should be one less
difficult to follow than the one indioated
to the committee by the bon. gentleman
from St. Boniface. As to the IBatoche
district, I do not think there is very much
in that, because Batoche now only returns
one member. It is possible that some
slight change in the boundary between
Batoche and the adjoining districts might
satisfy the Half-breeds there better, but I
do not think there is much in that, parti-
cularly as the hon. gentleman from Cal-
gary told us that the Half-breed can-
didate was at the head of the poli. I
think it is the duty of the Government to
Io k back at the history of the North
West and at the evils that grew out of
our own self-sufficiency when we our-
selves supposed we knew everything-to
look back at the errors we committed in
the past, through ignoring grievances
complained of from those Territories. It
is therefore tho duty of the Government
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