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intolerant, which in the end will only make matters
will flot solve anything".

understand the prablem, let us look at the kind of
rng people commit. A study conducted in May 1994
ice department reveals that the nuniber af young
rged with murder has substantially dropped since
trary ta what members opposite would have us
ween 1974 and 1979, on average, the police charged
>aple with murder. This number dropped ta 46 for the
ieen 1986 and 1992, a considerable drap indeed.

's are certainly the greatest source of fear for peple,
Ijust showed, there is no cause for alarm. since the

laung people suspected of homicide has dropped. On
Md, it is true that, in general, the incidence of crime
1g people is on the increase. In a recent article by J.
led "Violent Crimes Committed by Young People",
at common assaults have drastically increased.

e send young people ta jail for taking part in a gang
lot worry, I am flot trying ta downplay this kind of
lich is increasingly prevalent in our society. I only
cat that the bill does flot seem ta address the right

:ening the miles regarding serious bodily harai,
clearly show that the prableai is elsewhere.

)ly is a number of members who, in their youth,
in some street fight-this was mentioned earlier
nl members. lIn most cases the prableai was dealt
by the parents, or in school, by the principal.
these young people be today, had they been

Government Orders

We should not discount the problem or deny it campletely, but
rather give ourselves adequate and effective means of reducing
crime among young people. This bill wiIl flot do that.

With these amendments ta the Young Offenders Act, the
goverament seems to have yielded to right-wing lobbyists. By
trying to avoid controversy, the govemment is flot solving
anything. Gilles Lesage, a journalist with Le Devoir, wrote on
June 4: 'By branding young people, as proposed by the red
book, Minister Rock is discrediting himself. The status quo
would be better than this pseudo-reform".

Youth crime is a reflectian of social unrest, which imposes a
heavy burden an Quebec and Canadian societies. Today's social
reality may have something ta do with the gang wars that are
becoming more prevalent.

In conclusion, 1 think we must stop sticking aur heads ini the
sand and trying ta resolve the problem through inadequate
means. Let us give our young people the hope that tomorrow will
be a better day. The future of aur achievements is in their goad
and not-so-good hands. Let us stop placing the burden of our
social failures an the backs of a whole generation, because if we
have 11- and 12-year-old kids committing crimes, we have a
seriaus social prablem.

Canada strongly condemned, with good reason, the horrible
Tiananmen Square massacre in China. However, does the pro-
posed reformn of the Young Offenders Act, silently, under the
cover of words and without bloodshed, flot deprive young people
mistreated by life of any hope of pulling through, for prison will
certainly hurt and mark them for life.
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