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Vocational Training Co-ordipiotîon Act

When a minister makes a statement I do
flot think it is his business to read a report
which every hion. member can get. I amn
speaking to the resolution and arn dealing with
the principles of the resolution. Most of the
information that bas been asked for this
afternoon hy bion. gentlemen could bave been
obtained from the report on vocational train-
ing if they had taken tbe trouble to read it.*

Other hon. gentlemen have referred to the
responsibility of the federal goverameat in
connection with vocational training and educa-
tion generally. The bion. member for Regina
City (Mx'. Probe) developed the history of
tecbnical education from the federal point of
view. A royal commrission was appointed in
1910 by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and one of the
members of that commission was a personal
friend of mine. The surn of ten million dollars
was voted and spent in co-operation witb the
provinces in establisbing technical training
sehools throughout the dominion. Even up
to this day there is at least one province
wbich bas not speat its portion of that
ten million dollars.

Lt is quite easy to rise in onels place in
this hoeuse and talk about spending millions
and millions. I have a vivid rnerory of a
littie Scotch town. A man who hiad heen born
in that town carne to North Arnerica and
made a fortune in the steel industry. H1e
gave bis home town a magnificent library, a
swimrning pool and a vast. park but lie gave
them so much that hie irnpoverishied the
cornrunity which tried to niaintain them.

Whetber we like it or not, the provincial
governmeats have jurisdiction over education.
I wonder what some bion. members would say
if it were sugg-ested that, because of the money
heing spènt by the dominion, we should take
over education in the provinces. It is quite easy
to get up and say what we should do for
education as a federal government, irrespective
of the party in power, but the fact remains
that the provinces are jealoxs of their pre-
rogatives.

I do not know of any provincial govera-
ment that is in destitute circurnstances today.
I know of no time in the bistory of this
country when the provincial governments have
had greater surpluses than at the presenit time.
One hion. gentleman referred to the need for
this type of education. I want to say that
I have neyer seen a man who could handle a
bammer, saw or file who was destitute under
normal circumnstances.

Mr. CAMPBELL: What is the file for?

Mr. MITCHELL: To file some sense into
t.he brains of some lion. members. I have tried

[IMr. Mitchell.]

to express myseif in simple language. If I bad
made my remarks complicated so that the
hion. member for Regina City could flot
understand them hie would have thought it
was wonderful. The hion. member for Winni-
peg North Centre (Mr. Knowles) says that I
could not.

Mr. KNOWLES: I interrupt sometirnes,
but this time I did flot say a word.

Mr. MITCHELL: I was greatly impressed
by the observations of the hion. member for
Rosetown-Biggar (Mr. Coldwell) about the
placement of these people after they have
been trained. I think we have made great
strides in connection with the special place-
ment department of the unernployrnent insur-
ance commission which handies handicaýpped
people. We are considering setting up voca-
tional guidance departments in the communities
in wbicb we have offices established. Tecbnical
education is a slowly growing thing. Rome was
not built, in a day and neither will this
seheme corne to fuli fruition in twenty-four
hours after the foundation bas heen set.

Mr. COLDWELL: Are you giving- special
training to placement officers in view of the
large number of classifications that exist?

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes, and I will tell you
where I got the idea from. They did it when
I was a youngster in England. I do flot know
that there is much more I need say until we
are in committee on the bill.

Someone referred to the hardsbips suffered
hy veterans. I amrn ot talking about the mar-
ried veteran. I think that even a veteran-like
rnany hion. rnernbers I was a veteran myself of
the first great war-in order to obtain a univer-
sity education sbould make some contribution
and sacrifice for that education. The best
students are those who do so. If the state
provides a measure of support during the
school terni, it is the obligation and the duty
of the student during the vacation period at
heast to endeavour to augment the amount of
moncy provided hy the state.

Let me say that rny department has a special
division for fanding ernployment for veterans
whio are attending uaiversity. It has heen very
successful. Only yesterday I received a letter
from a student in the United States. H1e said
that his American friend said that bie wished
the employment service in that country bad
the samne kind of organization. We ail know
that there are not enough unîversities in this
country to permit ail the men and women wbo
were engaged in the last war to avail tbem-
selves of a university education, notwithstand-
ing the generous assistance readered by the
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