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Supplly--Hudson Bay Railway

llaving been over the entire length of the
road I can fully confira everything said there.
Here and there the line naturaLly passes
through a small piece of swamp land as it
would in any part of Canada, but speaking
generally I believe there is no length of rail-
way in this country so easily maintained an.d
operated as will be this portion. The hon.
gentleman said the line had actuaAlly gone
out of sight in the bog. I travelied very inch
of that line, and as far as I remember we
kept on top ail the time; 1 do flot remember
any time that the train or gasoline car had
to be portaged. In a great many cases the
line passes over rock and sa.nd and gravel and
dlay, just as Mr. Armstrong says.

The hon. gentleman was quotiag, I think,
from a pamphlet written by a Mr. Payne,
who is a paid propagandist for the Canadian
Pacifir Railway. The hon. member was
tryiag to belittie the naturai resources aiong
that route. The Departmeat of Agriculture
of this goverament a year or two ago wvas
asked to establish experimental stations along
the line of this raiiway, in that well known
dlay beit discovere-d by Mr. Tyrreli many years
ago, amouatiag to over 10,000 square miles.
It was well kaown that gardeas were kept
,uccessfully in that dlay for many years, but
until iast year it was flot knowva how agricul-
turai producrs generally couid be ra.ised. I
have the report of the mile 137 station--

Mr. DIýCKIE: How far is that north of
The Pas?

Mr, BIRD: There is one at mille 185 and
one et mile 137, and the station at mile 137
had the following resuits:

Garnet..............

Marquis .... .......... ....
Ruby..............
Earlv Triumnph. ........
Prelude.............

Oats-
Legacy.............
Victory.............
Banner.............
Go'd lqn..........
Daubeney............
Alaska..............

Bushels
per arre

.64.3

.. . . 64.3
.. .. .. 62.8

... .53.5

.47.8

.46.3

.125.2

.18.2

.. . .117.0
.5 ... 0.5
... .79.4
.... 68.5

Barlev-
O.A.C. N.2..............0.
Chiuce.. ....................... 102.2
Early Chev aller................8.9
Charlottetown.................5.4
Duckbill...................87.5
Albert....................28.5

Anyone who knows that northern country
is quite well aware tbat the section described
by Mr. Tyrreil is an agricuitural district of
great potentiality. That part of the country

[Mr. Bird.]

far away from the line may flot be developed
for many years, but as soon as the line is
constructed and a regular service guaranteed
sureiy settiers of ail kindLs will be attracted.

I need flot go into the minerai situation,
but everyone knows perfectiy well that for
the first hundred miles this raidway passes
through the great pre-GCambrian field which
has made Canada so famous in regard to
minerais. That great pre-Camibrian area
almost entireiy surrounds; Hudson bay, and
the Hudson Bay raiiway passes right through
the centre of it. This minerai area is in two
lobes, aimost like a human iung; the one
lobe is the great northern Quebec district,
while the other is the district runaing to the
Mackenzie basin and the Aretie circle. The
Hudson Bay railway, aimost as tbough by
de.sign. strikes this great district in its very
oentre and runs through it for the first hundred
miles or so. It is a matter of history that in
recent times great deposits of copper and
gold have been discovered in close proximity
to the first hun.dred miles of this railway.

I need flot enlarge upon the agricuitural
prospects of the next two hundred miles, but
besides agriculture in that district there are
immense possibilities in the way of timber and
filh. This is the lake district of Canada;
the most wonderful lake district in the worIld
exists in my coastitueacy about haif way up
the railway, and that district is noted for its
beauty as well as for its weaith of fisb. I
believe ne lakes on this continent excel in
beauty some of those te be found near the
Hudson Bay raiiway. Someone bas said we
cannot run this railway on sentiment alone.
We do flot have to; we have iearned within
the last two or threc years that even naturai
beauty is an economýic asset. But with fish
and timber and agricultural possibilities I
helýieve the central part of the Hudson Bay
raiiway is destiaed to attraot a great amount
of settiement.

I do flot ýwaat te proioag ray remarks, but
in closing let me refer te the ia.st despised
huýndred miles of this railway, which bhas been
referred te by former speakers. They have
said that the last huadred miles is barren of
prospects there. To my mind that is the
most attractive portion of the wbole uine, be-
cause in the first thirty mir'es of that part
there are some of the most wonderfui water
power re:sources to be fouad anywhere in Can-
ada. The railway actualiy runs within a mile
or two, of and paraliel te the river for this
distance, contiguous te some of the fiaest
water power sites in the worid, with the iast
power site sixty miles from Nelson, at Lime-
stone rapids. Within that .thirty mile stretcb


