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Mr. DUFF: I may say in answer to my
hon. friend tbat the reason I am only
quoting from one report is that I do not
want to take up too much time to-day.
Moreover, I do not think it would help the
case of my hon. friend if I did quote from,
other reports. For instance, I think it was
my hon. friend (Mr..Knox) wbo quoted the
opinion of the former Minister of Railways,
Mr. Cochrane, "that the strait and the bay
couid bie kept open hy means of wireless
telegrapli." Now, I would like to know how
either the strait or the hay could be kept
open by that means.

Mr. KNOX: Would it not lie an aid to
navigation?

Mr. DUFF: I understand that a certain
amount of eleetricity would-

Mr. KNOX: Would it not bie an aid to
navigation?

Mr. DIJFF: I cannot see how the wireless
wouid bie an aid to navigation cither at the
terminais or at Port Nelson when a vessel
was off cape Cbidley or haif way in the strait
trying te make ber way through tbe ie. You
could net put a wireiess station eut on a pan
of ice so as te be of any use to a vessel bie-
tween Port Nelson and cape Cbidiey.

Mr. KNOX: It would net be necessary to
do that. We have isiands in the straits. The
strait is five bundred miles long and between
tbirty-five and one hundred miles wide and
one of these isiançis could lie used for the
purpese.

Mr. DUFF: If the dimensions given hy my
hon. friend are truc one of these islands would
not be of very miich use; a tower many hun-
dred feet higb would have te lie erected in
order te look out over the ice and sec
whether there was ice or open water so as to
advise steamers ceming round cape Cbidley.

Mr. BIRD: I quoted an incident showing
that an ice breaker was stuck in the ice at
the eastern end of the strait and at the same
time the Sheha bad a cicar passage ail the
way througb. In that case a radio wvould
have been of service in pointing out the open
ehannel.

Mr. DUFF: I may say to my hon. friend
tbat 1 had a similar experience when a ship
that I was on board of, cailed the Greenland
was caugbt in the ice one spring and bad to
stay there for thirty-two days with a catch
of seals on board. Only about ten miles
away there was open water and other ves-
sels were able to get through. They saw our
pre.dicament and when tbey got home re-
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ported that we were stuck fast in the ice
without any seals. That was the case in re-
gard to the vessels of which he speaks. There
may be a lead or channel of open water
through the ice caused by the wind or the
current where vesseis can pass. Not far away
other vessels may be caught fast in the ice.
But let me tell my hon. friend that no ship-
ping man is going to send bis vessel into
Hudson bay if lie is likely to meet with that
danger.

Mr. BIRD: Does my hon. friend apply bis
statement to the early part of July or to the
whole of the period I have referred to?

Mr. DUFF: This investigation showed the
conditions in different months--in July, Au-
gust and September. The hon. member
spoke about the experience of the Minto. I
would advise him, if lie wants some informa-
tion about Hudson bay and Hudson strait,
to consuit Captain John Reid who was com-
mander of the Minto wvhen she ivas in Hud-
son hay. Captain Reid bas enlarged photo-
graphs showing the exact conditions in Hudson
bay and Hudson strait during the period lie
was there. Looking at these photographs any
reasonable man wvill be convinced that the
navigation of either the bay or the strait
under such conditions is a very difficuit pro-
position. I repeat that I am flot opposed to
this route if it can he shown to be practicabie
and wouid he giad if I could get evidence
showving that it is feasihie. We have not al
the information that we should have on this
projeet and for that reason I wouid suggest to
the government that they sbould make furtber
inquiry hefore spending any more money on
it. From the financial standpoint I think it
would bie unwise-and I am sure my hon.
friends from the West will agree with me-
te spend any large sum of money in continu-
ing the raiiway to Port Nelson, or in the huild-
ing of terminais, or the construction of
steamers, to open this route, until we are
possessed of further information. Before
spending any further large sums of money
parliament and the government shouid go
very slowiy in this matter.

W'hat I would suggest, in fairness to my
lion. friends from the West who desire te
secure a fresh outiet for the grain and otber
commodities of the West is commendabie,
is that parliamnent should ask the government
te have a proper survey made of the wboie
field hotb with regard to the railway to Hud-
son bay and the terminais there, and with
regard to the feasibiiity of the navigation of
the bay and strait. I would suggest that
practicai men sucb as Captain Reid, Captain


