
[COMMONS]

to enter into preferential trade relations with
the other self-governing Colonies of the Empire,
affords gratifying proof that the suggestions of
tbe Colonial Conference are being favourably
entertained by Her Majesty's Government.

In conformity with a recent judgment of the
Lords of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, to the effect that the dissentient
minority of the people of Manitoba have a con-
stitutional right of appeal to the Governor Gen-
eral in Council against certain Acts passed by
the Legislature of the province of Manitoba in
relation to the subject of education, I have heard'
ln Council the appeal, and my decision thereon
has been communicated to the Legislature of
the said province. The papers on the subject
will be laid before you.

The depression in trade which has prevailed
throughout the world for the past few years has
made Itself felt in Canada, but fortunately to a
less degree than In most other countries.
Although this has not resulted in any consider-
able decrease An the volume of our foreign trade,
yet, owing to low prices and recent reductions
in and removal of taxation, it bas been followed
by a serious decrease in revenue derived from
Customs and Excise. In order to produce
equilibrium between revenue and expenditure for;

Measures relating to bankruptcy and insolv-
ency, and to joint stock compardies will be
laid before you. You will also be asked to
consider certain amendments to the Insurance
Act, to the Act respecting Dominion Notes, to
the Dominion Lands Act, to the Indian Act, to
the North-west Territories Representation Act,
as also a Bill respecting the land subsidy of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company.

Genee of the H oue# of Comimon;

I have directed that the accounts of the past
year shall be laid before you. The lstimates
for the ensuing year will also be presented.
They have been framed with every regard to
economy compatible with the eiEciency of the
public service.

Ilonournh/e, Gent/enaen of the Seniae:

Gentlemien of the Houet.of qComoinu :

I now leave you to the discharge of the im-
portant duties devolving upon you with an
earnest prayer that, being guided by the spirit of
wisdom and patriotism your deliberations may,
under the divine blesang, conduce to the unity
and well-being of Canada.

Mr. FOSTER moved :
the coming year, it will be necessary to observe

r That the Address with which His Excellencythe greatest possible economy in the appropria- has been pleased to open the session be taken
tions for the various branches of the public! into consideration to-morrow.
service. ' Motion agreed to.

During the period that has elapsed since the
last Session of Parliament, I have had an oppor- SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
tunity of visiting many portions of the Dominion,
Including the Maritime Provinces, Manitoba, the Mr. FOSTER moved-:
North-west Territories and British Columbia.
Throughout these tours I have been împressed That Select Standing Committees of this House
Thou gatiedbmaifstaos I o!ve aeen aboun<L for the present session be appointed for the
and gratified by manifestations of an abounding following purposes :-1. On Privileges and Elec-
loyalty and public spirit ; and notwithstanding tions.-2. On Expiring Laws.-3. On Railways,
the phase of trade depression already referred Canais and Telegraph Lines.--4. On Miscel-

I laneous Private Bills.-5. On Standing Orders.-to, 1 observed everywhere unmistakable sigs of 6. On Printing.-7. On Public Accounts.-8. On
that confident hopefulness in the future, based Banking and Commerce.-9. On Agriculture and
on a thorough bellef in the greatness of the Colonization ;-which sald Committee shall
resources of Canada, which is one of the char- severally be empowered to examine and inquire

Into ail such matters and things as may beacteristics of her people, and which furnishes referred to them by the House ; and to report
a good augury and pledge of further develop- from time to Ume their observations and
ment and progres~s. opinions thereon ; with power te send for per-

Th, Government of Newfoundland having Inti-
mated its desire to renew negotiations looking
to the admission of that colony Into the Domin-
ion of Canada, a sub-committee of my advisers
bave recently met ln conference a delegation
from the Island Government and discussed with
them the terns cf uilon. It will be a subject
of general congratulation if the negotiations now
pending fesult in the incorporation of Her
Majesty's oldest colonial possession into the
Canadian Confederation.

Mr. SPRAKER.

sons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Joint Report of the Librarians of Parlia-
ment.-(Mr. Speaker.)

Mr. FOSTER moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned
at 3.45 p.m.


