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salariez of the inernbcr~ Gf lie Offichd Re~'oriing Staff be $~,OOO per
salaries of the rnembera of thle O!ic*,dt Rep3orting Staff bc $3,000 per
annum.

BUSINESS OF TiE HOUSE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that on every Mon-
day for the romaindoro the Session Government business
will take prccedene of other business after Routine Pro-
coedings.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 had hoped that tho hon. gentleman did
not intend te press this motion at any rate uutil after next
Monday. As I have had occasion to point ont already, the
bon. gentleman took the privato members' days at a very
early period this Session, for tho purpose of considering the
Canadian Pacific measure, which prevented the business in
the hands of private memberîs froin being proceeded with;
and almost immediately ater i tho conclusion cf that debate,
he took Thursday. The result has been that private mem-
bers have never hiad, within my oxporience, so little timo
for their business as this Session. There are now between
ninctyand one hundrcd items on the papers, and matters in
the hands of private numbers-between twenty and thirty
ordere, and between sixty and seventy notices of motion
and I thinik we ouglit to have next Monday to clear off the
noutces of motion. i wouli suggest, as I have suggested
before, that the paper i-hould be gone over, with the view
of disposing of undebated ictices on that day; and after
that I think theie would be iess objection te the hon. gen-
tlemaL's motion pasin-even so, with this qualification,
that I think the Lon. gentleman should malýo flie
modification that Goarment business should eono fter
questions. These questions atford the only means we have
of making enquiries into the conduct of public affairs, and
it is very important that we should have that opportunity,
which does not take longer than half an hour. I would ask
the hon. gentleman, therefore, to alter the motion by mak-
ing it inapplicable te next Monday, and by providing that
when it does apply, it should apply te the order of business
after questions.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Well, I can go half way
for the hon. gentleman. I have no objection to insert,
"after routino proceedings, other than questions; " but i
think i must persist in my motion to tako Monday. The
hon. gentleman states that there are a great number of
notices of motion. Well, Parliamentary practice makes it
absolutely necessary that motions in the hands of private
members should be made early, in order that th ey should
not interfere with public business, which, according to the
practice both here and in England, means, as a ruie, mens.
ures in the hands of the Government. I think it is rather
unfortunate that such has been the practice, but we cannot
help it. It should therefore be pressed on the minds of
members, te more any motion which they have te bring
before Parliament as early as possible, because, we all know,
for the irat three or four weeks of the Session, it is impos-
sible that the Government measures can be ready until after
that>time, for the consideration of Parliament. We met on
the 17th of January, and I flnd that the first notice of
motion was dated on the 3rd of Mreh. There is
no-xeseon -wby the notices of motion should not be
made a month sooner than they have been. If
tho hon, gentleman will look over the notices of
motionhe will see there is no reason why they should not
bemnade-a month sooner, and if there is one thing that the
Högaàc. bas settled more than another, it is that a three
menthe' Session is the utmost extent to whieh it should run.
If we wish to keep within that limit, we must, after giving
in the lret part of the Session full opportunity to members
of the louse, net connected with the Government, te intro-
duc.anesmures, take as many days as possible. iowever, I
have no objection that in this motion questions should be
saved. As te the calling over the notices of motion at the

1023
end of the sitting, and taking up those which are objecton-
able, I have found, after a good deal of experience, that the
moment one motion is opposed, the m ,mber interestol in
that motion would oppose everything else.

Mr. MILLS. It is very unfortunae iiat th,» bon. gen-
tieman should persist in this motion. If there Is any class
of members who should be ready with the business they
intend bringing before Parliamont, it is the ln. gentlemen
whvo occupy the Troasury Benches. There is no excuse for
the practice which has grown up under the leadership oi
the hon. gentleman of submitting important Government
menasures at a very late period of the Session. The hon.
gentleman will remember that in the early part of
the Session, while the question of flic loan t the Canadiani
Pacifie Railway was under discussion, the Government took
tho dy at the disposal of private member-, se that almo st
from the boginning the timeof Parliament bas been wholly
in the bands of the Administration. It is well known tbat
nany matters ceme to the knowledge of bon. mombers af ter
tho measures bave been bore some time, and they take tho
carliest opportunity of submitting questions to Parliament
after the information to them cornes into their possession,
so that it is important that Government measures should
be brought down in good time; and if there is one class of
members who ought te have the opportunity of bringing
the questions and mensures in their hands un.1er the atten-
tion of the House, it is the private members. It does soen
to me the Government are acting most unfairly towards thi
members of thie louse, and are prop9sing to stiflo tho voico
of Parliaminent rather than secure tho expre imn of' publie
opinion.

Mr. HIESSON. The hon. gentleman has occupied a good
deal of the time of the louse in debating many matters of
slight importance, and it is the gencral opinion of the Houso
that wo ought to get through basiness without more loss of
time.

Motion, as amended, agrced to on a division.

AGREEMENT WITH BRITISII COLUMBIA.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved that the Hiouse ues >lvo

itself into Committee of the Whole to consider certain pro'
posed resolutions (page 67) to make provision for giving
effect te the agreement entered into between the Government
of Canada and British Columbia. HJe said: I am very glad te
know that the louse has been rondered so fhmiliar with
this resolution and the proposition contained thercin, both
through the medium of the press and of the papers already
laid on the Table of the louse, that it will not bu necessary
for me, at this late period, te occupy a great deal of the
time of the House in stating the grounds upon which we
asked the approval of the louse te these resolutions. It is
well known that in 1871 the terme of union with British
Columbia required that the railway should be commencel
within two years, and completed within ten years to the
coast of that Province; and it le aise equally well known
that, although due diligence was had by the Government in
pushing the surveys, it was found impossible to secure such
information as would warrant the location of the lino
in time te commence the railway within the two
years stated in those terme of union. The surveys
were pushed with all practicable speod, a very
large amount of money was expended in explor-
ing and surveying the very difficult and almost im-
practicablo country, and it was finally decided that a prac-
ticable route could be had to the Bute Inlet. la 1873, an
Order in Couneil was passed making Esquimalt, in tha
Island of Vancouver at Victoria, the terminus of the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway, and the expectations of the peoplo
of Vanenuver Island were greatly excited by the prospect
of having that harbour made the terminus of the Canadian
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