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[Text]

There has been some difficulty in recent days in some of these
obtaining their annual grant for operation. One apparently has
closed its doors in Toronto and three more, at Red Lake, Thunder
Bay and Parry Sound, are about to close. The claim is that it is
because there is a hassle between two departments as to who is
supposed to be providing these grants for these funds. 1 wonder if
we could have some elucidation on this matter as to why are they
not getting their funds and what the problem is.

The Chairman: Mr. Ciaccia.

Mr. Ciaccia: Mr. Chairman, to my knowkedge there is no hassle
between two departments. I do not believe that we have ever been
involved in this program. This is a program that is handled by the
Secretary of State and it is their responsibility to fund these centres.

Mr. Yewchuk: Is there a plan to turn this program over to your
department or is that completely in the hands of the Secretary of
State?

Mr. Ciaccia: No, there is no such plan; it is completely in the
hands of the Secretary of State.

Mr. Yewchuk: And it is going to stay that way as far as you
know?

Mr. Ciaccia: As far as I know, yes.

Mr. Yewchuk: So you cannot answer any questions on it?

Mr. Ciaccia: No.
Mr. Yewchuk: Thank you.

The Chairman: Mr. Barnett, you were prepared to go back to
some other questions that you had on a different subject.

Mr. Barnett: Yes, I would like to raise a question here in relation
to a particular band. I think it is a rather important matter as it has
implications beyond the particular band. I am referring to the
Hesquiat Band on the west coast of Vancouver Island. To the best
of my knowledge, it is the only band on the west coast of Van-
couver Island that is virtually homeless in the sense of not having a
residential reserve that has been established.

1 have here before me a newspaper story of April 20 of this year
which describes the situation of a man named H. P. Ignace and his
being the last person to leave the original Hesquiat village which is
out near Estevan Point. A number of years ago, because of the
rather isolated and exposed situation of that reserve, most of the
band moved into a settlement in an inlet near a place called Hot
Springs Cove and established a settlement at the upper end of that
inlet. That settlement was destroyed in a tidal wave that hit the west
coast; some of the people in the department may recall that inci-
dent.

At that time, according to my understanding from the people
who were involved locally with the branch, negotiations were under

[Interpretation]

Récemment, ces centres ont eu du mal a obtenir les subventions
annuelles auxquelles ils ont droit. L’'un d’entre eux a du fermer ses
portes a Toronto; 3 autres, a Red Lake, Thunder Bay, et Perry
Sound sont sur le point d’en fairc autant. Les difficultés sont
attribuables au fait qu’il est impossible de trancher lequel des deux
ministéres doit subventionner ces centres. Jaimerais avoir des
précisions a ce sujet et connaitre la raison pour laquelle ils ne
recoivent les subventions auxquelles ils ont droit. Quel est le
probléme au juste?

Le président: Monsieur Ciaccia.

M. Ciaccia: Il n’y a pas que je sache de conflit entre les deux
ministéres. La raison est simple, nous ne sommes pas engagés dans ce
programme. Le Secrétariat a lancé ce programme et il lui incombe
de subventionner ces centres.

M. Yewchuk: A-t-on songé a remettre ce programme dans les
mains de votre ministére ou reléve-t-il entierement du Secrétariat
d’Etat?

M. Ciaccia: Nous n’y avons pas songé. Le programme est
entiérement aux mains du Secrétariat d’Etat.

M. Yewchuk: Est-ce une situation permanente?

M. Ciaccia: Autant que je sache, oui.

M. Yewchuk: Vous ne pouvez donc pas répondre aux questions
qui s’y rattachent?

M. Ciaccia: Non.
M. Yewchuk: Je vous remercie.

Le président: Monsieur Barnett, vous vouliez poser des questions
sur un autre sujet.

M. Barnett: Oui. Ma question se rapporte a une bande
particuliére, mais elle pourrait s’appliquer a d’autres. Je fais allusion
a la bande Hesquiat sur la cote ouest de I'lle de Vancouver. Autant
que je sache, cette bande est la seule a cet endroit qui n’ait pas de
réserve établic.

Les journaux du 20 avril ont décrit le cas d’'un dénommé H. P.
Ignace qui s’est vu obliger de quitter le village Hesquiatlprés
d’Estevan Point. C’était le dernier Indien a quitter le village. Etant
donné la situation précaire et le caractére isolé de cette réserve,
presque toute la bande a quitté Hesquiat pour aller s’installer dans la
partic nord du bras de mer appelé Hot Springs Cove. Mal-
heureusement, un raz de marée qui ravagea la cote ouest fit
disparaitre cette colonie. Certains d’entre vous se souviendront de
Pincident.

Je me souviens qu’a I'’époque, ceux qui gardaient contact avec la
direction avaient entamé des négociations avec la province pour
acquérir cet endroit a titre de réserve permanente, mais le raz de
marée fit abandonner le projet.



