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INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS AND AGREEMENTS

S ¥:nty~fifth Anniversary of Confederation,
statement by Prime Minister, July 1, 1942,

Mr, Speaker, this being the 1lst of July, and the
seventy~fifth anniversary of confederation, I should like
to give expression to some of the thoughts I believe will
be in the minds of hon. members of this house. With the
pérmission of the house I should like to make a brief
statement.

This day, the seventy-fifth anniversary of
Canadi an confederation, falls at a time when Canada is
€uploying the nation's energy and resources against an
eneuy who would destroy our very existence as a free people,
At this time, when the citizens of Canada are engaged upon
one all=absorbing task, elaborate ceremonies would be out
of place even in celebrating so splendid an achievenment
as confederation represents. Ve may, however, rightly pause
on this anniversary, gratefully to reflect on the visi on
and the wisdom which enabled the fathers of confederation
to bring our nation into being.

To~day the very existence of the nation which
Was established in 1867 is threatened. A few days ago,
for the first time since confederation, Canadi an soil was
attacked. 'e are freely and fully associated with the other
free peoples of the wrold in a death struggle, with an
Snemy seeking to remove from the earth the heritage of
freedom on which our institutions are founded,

The fathers of confederation built this nation
on a foundation of human freedom, of self~covernment, of
Feligious liberty, of racial equality, and of deep and
abiding attachment to a common homeland., These are the
Sources of the harmony and mutual understandi ng among our
People which, in turn, is the essence of our national
Strength, alike in war and peace.

Our enemies seek, everywhere, to replace freedom
by slavery, self-government by tyranny, religious liberty
and vacigl eéquality by the pagan conception of the master
face; they seek to make of the homelands of all free
¥Goples, colonies of slaves in which the sanctity of home
and family will be sacrificed to the lust and gread of the
Conqueror,

To meet this threat to Christian civilization,
%0 national existence, to homes and families, Canada is
1obilizing all her resources of skill and strength, of
Pains and energy, of farm and forest, of mine and factory,
Of wealth and manpower. Our fighting B rces, with those
of our &llies, are on many shores and many seas, and in
tPe Skies over many countries, battling to make sure that

Victory is won before war comes to Canadi an soil, Along

the © agts of Canada, our soldiers stand on watchful guarde



