
of the Caribbean Free Tzrade Association (CARIFTA) to the Treaty of

Chaguaramas. The Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act of 1983
implemented President Reagan's Caribbean Basi.n Initiative (CBI) .
Twenty-seven countries in the Caribbean Basin region could be
eligible. But they should meet mandatory criteria: f ew of them are
identical to U.S. GSP exclusionary criteria. Since the Caribbean
Basin Economy Recovery Expansion Act of 1990, the duty-free

tz'eatîuent is extended in perpetuity, but another mandatory

criterion lias been added: the f ailure to take steps to afford
intarnatîonally recognized worker riglits to workers in the country.
Curiously, the discret iornary criterion about labor standards
remains and seema to be identical to the new uiaudatory criterion!
In the CBl, there are il discretionary criteria, incl~uding the
degree to whiçh the country follows accepted rules of international
trade under initernational agreemnents, the degree to whiçh trade
policies of the country vis-à-vis other Caribbean Basic countries
actually contribute to the eçonomi.c revitalization of the region,

thie degrea to which the country lias taken or is taking steps to
afford its workers internationally recognized worker rights

(f reedorB of association, collective bargaining, working conditions,
labor standards in expozt.-processing zone). Some of CARICOM

countries have taken significant labor committwents, likle Honduras,
El Salvador, Uominican Republic. Finally, rather than diz'ectly
trying to join MERÇOSUR, many Latin American countries <like Chile,
Bo]livia, Ecuador) will probably prefer to sign bilateral or
multilateral f ree trade aareements, since the full mexbership of a


