
for Canada to reassert its internationalist and hunianitarian role ini the world amidst mountmng
pressures to accelerate militarisation and policy conformism. Canada needs to better define and
promote our own interests i foreign policy. These interests include:
0 strengthening international/multilateral efforts and institutions on environment,
* promoting human rights,
0 norm building and institution building (including the reform of the UN, supporting

regional organisations/mechanisms),
a sustained aid to the poor with a Canadian value added (such as good, democratic

governance, education, federalism).

The Third Pillar in foreign policy - promoting our culture and values - is key to ail of this.Attention to the promotion of our culture and values can help provide the strategic design to our
international policies, tactical advances, leadership opportunities and can profoundly reinforce
our security and prosperity interests. Many participants stressed the need to recognise that there
are risks and costs that go along with purswing a "Manifest Destiny."

In a similar vein, several other participants pointed out that Canada's role in the "war against
terrorism" is reactive and ill-defmned. Since September 11, the Canadian government lias. been
considering and reacting to the decisions of the U.S. and other leading Coalition members
without formulating its« own strategies. lJow much of a priority is September il to Canadians?
Ras it changed us in any significant way? What are we willing to do on our own terms? The nee(
for Canadian initiatives was emphasised by participants for different reasons. Some argued that
Canada must urgently demonstrate its willingness to share the burden of creating a world safe


