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VIETNAM

Upon accession to the Covenants, the Governmer,i of the Socialist Republi c
of Vietnam deems it necessary to declare that the provisions of article 48,
paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
article 26, paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, under which a number of States are deprived of the opportunity
to become parties to the Covenants, are of a discriminatory nature . The
Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam considers that the Covenants,
in accordance with the principle of sovereign equality of States, should be open
for participation by all States without any discrimination or limitation .

OBJECTION S

ARGENTINA

3 October 1983
[The Government of Argentina makes a] formal objection to the [declara-

tion] of territorial extension issued by the United Kingdom with regard to the
Malvinas Islands (and dependencies), which that country is illegally occupying
and refers to as the "Falkland Islands" .

The Argentine Republ :c rejects and considers null and void the [said
declaration] of territorial extension .

BELGIUM
6 November 1984

[The Belgian Government] wishes to observe that the sphere of applicatio n
of article 11 is particularly restricted . In fact, article 11 prohibits imprisonment
only when there is no reason for resorting to it other than the fact that the debtor
is unable to fulfil a contractual obligation. Imprisonment is not incompatible
with article 11 when there are other reasons for imposing this penalty, for
example when the debtor, by acting in bad faith or through fraudulent
maneuvers, has placed himself in the position of being unable to fulfil his
obligations. This interpretation of article l 1 can be confirmed by reference to the
travaux preparatoires (see document A / 2929 of 1 July 1955) .

After studying the explanations provided by the Congo concerning its
reservation, [the Belgian Government] has provisionally concluded that this
reservation is unnecessary . It is its understanding that the Congolese legislation
authorizes imprisonment for debt when other means of enforcement have failed
when the amount due exceeds 20,000 CFA francs and when the debtor, between
18 and 60 years of age, makes himself insolvent in bad faith . The latter condition
is sufficient to show that there is no contradiction between the Congolese
legislation and the letter and the spirit of article 11 of the Covenant .

By virtue of article 4, paragraph 2, of the aforementioned Covenant, article
11 is excluded from the sphere of application of the rule which states that in the
event of an exceptional public emergency, the States Parties to the Covenant
may, in certain conditions, take measures derogating from their obligations
under the Covenant . Article 11 is one of the articles containing a provision from
which no derogation is permitted in any circumstances . Any reservation
concerning that article would destroy its effects and would therefore be in
contradiction with the letter and the spirit of the Covenant .

Consequently, and without prejudice to its firm belief that Congolese law is
in complete confo,-mity with the provisions of article I I of the Covenant, [the
Belgian Government] fears that the reservation made by the Congo may, by


