20

Constitutional negotiations, as we have seen, are not in themselves
sufficient to build a nation. They must be accompanied by a series
of other measures that bring people together in the pursuit of
common interests and values. The agreements reached in Rio de
Janeiro last June, I submit, provide the blueprint for the kind of
global future in which Canadlans could live more hopeful, more
secure lives.

Canada at this time is in a position to make a unique contribution
to fulfilling the promise of Rio by committing itself to be a model
of sustainable development. It offers the prospect of revitalizing
our economy, as well as our political life. It offers the prospect of
uniting Canadians behind a new vision of their own future and a
new generation of leadership internationally. It would open up a
whole new arena of opportunity for Canadian innovation,
creativity, and technological and industrial leadership. It would
build on the best of Canada’s features and values a future in which
Canadians would continue to be the most fortunate of people, in a
world that’ they helped make more peaceful, more secure and
more hopeful.



