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(Mr. Herder, German_Democratic_Republic)

The Ad Eoc Working Group on Chenical Weapons hes recently achicved soze
progress. The shape of a future chenical weapons convention is becoming clearer.
Now_is the time to tackle the matter with the seriousness it deserves and procecd
to actual drafting work. In this process the problems remaining can be nverccme.
Let us not waste tine in discussions which might lead us awey from our cormmon
aim — a chenical weapons convention, the elaboration of which is first and
forenost a political task and not so ruch a question of technical perfection.

We noted with interest the recent announcement that 2 ncw comprehensive
proposal will be tabled by the United States delegation. It is our hope that
it will further sur work in draftinz the convention. But how can one reconcile
this anncuncement with naws reports coming these days from the capital of the
szne country that additionsl funds — the figure of 315C million is mentioned — will
be zllotted to the develcpment and production of new chemical vieapons? This is
certainly a counterprcductive nmeasure, and et the same time, it would be
counterproductive psrpetually to bring up ncw verification demands. From the
history of negotis®icns on z comprehensive test ban and cther disarmament issues

‘we know what this mzy lead tno.

We stand for a realistic verificetion system, based on a combination of
national and intarmsiional procedurcs, including certain on-site ingpections.
This would correspcnd tn the legitimate interests of all sides in enhencing
confidence that %he convention is being complied with. So, vie do not believe
that it is necessary tc preach %o us the virtues of verification.

At the recent session of the General Assembly, special attention was dirccted
towerds countering the guelitative development of chemical weapons and their
stationing or the Vverritory of other States, for this worsens conditions for

the conclusinn of a chemical weapons convention. In short, everything should
e

-

be avoided which stands in the way of thc process nf elaborating the cconvention.

. That is why the Germsn Dcmocretic Republic reaffirms the proposal submitied
in the Prague Declaration for 2 Burope free from chemical weapons. Moreover, the

Government of my ccuntry has officizlly declered thet it is roedy to ercete
together with interested States o chenical~weepon-free zone. in central Burnpe
and has propascd to enter into aprropriste ncgotietions.



