
Writing in Disarmament limes Pieter van Rossem notes that "two factors involved

in the relationship between disarmament and developrnent ended up virtually ignored in

the Final Document: arms trade and conversion.' 7 2 Simon Rosenblumn of Project Plough-

shares criticized the conference for failing to analyze Third World development, failing to

break new ground "regarding the issues pertaining to military threats to security," and in

reference to the Final Document said, "The hungry of this planet will flot sleep easily on

such hollow promises."7 3

The NGOs were unhappy that some Western nations were intent on blockiing any

steps toward the creation of an international fund for the transfer of disarmamient

savings to development. Because the conference work was based on the need for

consensus for a final document, with Canada strongly promoting the consensus approach,

these Western nations had an effective veto over such steps.

Like Mexico, the NGOs were dismayed at the progressive weakening of the Final

Document through its various drafts. The NGOs even proposed their owni amendmients to

the Final Document in order to revive references to a fund, an arms trade and miilitarv-

budgets international register, progress in conversion of the arms inidustry to civilian

activities, the rote of international law, non-provocative defence and general, rather than

national, security.

The Canadian NGOs had some special criticisms of the Canadian government's

approach to the conference. Canada, they daîi, took "the lowest comnion denominator"

approach in efforts to reach consensus and therefore failed to promote the armament-

underdevelopment relationship and the concrete mieasures that should be takeni 10 advance

disarmament and development. Sweden hiad completed a major two-volume sttudy on the

conversion of the arms industry to ciîlian production. Canada had done nothing. Canada,

potentially in a good position to do so, did nothing to advocate control of the interna-
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