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DEPENDENT TERRITORIES

Introduction

The responsibilities of the United Nations for dependent territories, both
trust territories and other non-seLf-governing territories (colonies), are set
forth in chapters XI and XII of the Charter. Under chapter XI, member
states that administer territories whose peoples have not yet attamned a ful
measure of self-government "recognize the principle that the interests of the
inhabitants of these territories are paramount, and accept as a sacred trust
the obligation to promnote to the utmost. ... the well-being of the inhabitants
of these territories.» The administering states agree, under Article 73(e) of
the Charter, to transmit regularly to the Secretary-General for information
purposes, statistical and other information of a technical nature relating to
economic, social and educational conditions in the territories for which they
are responsible. No organ was established by this chapter to deal with the
information thus submitted, but i 1949 the General Assembly appointed a
Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories to examine
the information contained in the reports of the administering states. This
Committee, composed of ten members administering non-self -governing
territories and seven non-administering members, was originally established
on an ad hoc basis but has had its termn renewed for successive. three-year
periods.

Chapter XII of the Charter establîshed the International Trusteeship
System for the administration and supervision of such territories as might -be
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