
public or official—and sifted and analyzed systematically. The correct 
focus can only be achieved if all the elements of a particular policy ques-
tion can be looked at in a conceptual framework which represents the main 
lines of national policy at home and abroad. 

The Framework 

Broadly spealcing, the totality of Canada's national policy seeks to: 
—foster economic growth 
--:-safeguard sovereignty and independence 
—work for peace and security 
—promote social justice 
--enhance the quality of life 
--ensure a harmonious natural environment. 

These six main themes of national policy form as well the broad 
framework of foreign policy. They illustrate the point that foreign policy 
is the extension abroad of national policy. The shape of foreign policy at 
any given time will be detennined by the pattern of emphasis which the 
Government gives to the six policy themes. It is shaped as well by the 
constraints of the prevailing situation, at home and abroad, and inevitably 
by the resources available to the Govemtnent at any given time. 

Policy Themes 

The principal ingredients of Canadian foreign policy are contained in 
the following descriptions of the six policy themes' : 

—Fostering Economic Growth is primarily a matter of developing 
the Canadian economy, seeking to ensure its sustained and bal- . 
anced growth. This theme embraces a wide range of economic, 
commercial and fmancial objectives in the foreign field, such as: 
promotion of exports; management of resources and energies; 
trade and tariff agreements; loans and investments; currency 
stabilization and convertibility; improved transportation, com-
munications and technologies generally; manpower and expertise 
through immigration; tourism. It involves varying degrees of 
co-operation in a group of international institutions--e.g., the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), the Group of Ten—vital 
to the maintenance of a stable and prosperous economic com-
munity in the world. 
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