
THE EDUCATIONAL BEVIEW.
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Theiii' îiîîirn <trama bats, aq yot, weli know, a more direct

iii, andî stek- toii llust rate N aritcus phases of actual htuin

life 'Fli gr-at est imie iii our literatutre -the grcatest naine

in il literai tre-is tliat of uînc whe, except in a few sonnets,

neyer rtel etîls Iiiimsel f lit ail, anti tells you notiîing about bis

Cew ncI fui i u, pîtrpotses tir opinions. lie represents t0 you

kîîttus, ,ilowurs, elergy, statesmeti, knigiits and fair ladies; and

hIc Jiut' itîte tlic ntutb of eacli itinguage so appropriate that

yociîii iiit tell wlich oif these intcrests and pleases bim most.

tir ti w Ili i o tf tlieir c'iaracters bis own was most nearly akin.

loti caii stand asitie and criticise bis characters, but be neyer

eriticilses or admires, lie siniply croates the mien and tbewonien

îleisl santi louves tbemi te imîri'ss yeii as they will. Hie

noiîî tim tore inîdignattion for Shvltock, no more loathing for

lugeo, nDo motre scorn for King Johin than those worthies felt

fier tlesevs l ai effot tof constructive imagination

w hici is tue( nut'îrest upproacli in literature to the miTactilous,

lie bias hicet alte te place' blis îîwn mni se complettdy into the

attitude (if thîît cf luis elaracters that you lose sigbt of him

altîîgctlier anid sec nothing but tire acters on the stage, their

thîuîglîts anti the doings cf tbeir life. Sliaksapere. as you

kîilo%%, wîis utît ai traveler. All bis life lie ttscillated between

Wurw 1<ksitie îîttd London, yet te judge front blis writings be

s as ittcli ut borme lu a palace in V'erona as in the Boar's

Ileail in Ea-stceiap. lie ball, so far- as wi- kuow, little or ne

intereotirse w itb fîir(igners. Yet in Otiiello, and Romeo and

Juet, yeu have vividly dcscribed tbe tierce passions wbich

betray tire Soutiiern nature, and of whicb, ble in England

could htave hîad tit experience. And the same marvelous glf.t

wbielî eualîled hlm te realize distance in place and circum -

staince also soems te' bave given bim uin insigbt into tue feel-

inîrs and tiîîugbts of another titie. In bis Roman plays he

bias ('aught tue austere virtue, the pecullar superstitions. the

Itgisetîse of hoiier ani patriotisni that characterized tbe

hçst tig es cf Romo, and tiîis Mas aery difterent moral world

froimc thtit wliicb sîtrrounded hlm, Note, tee, tbiat the tiîne

tif Elizabteth was net a s peculati'eotr doubtingage. Il was an

fitre cf Lotriltli v, rotlîust, pet haps rathber coe rse prospe rity. He,

as a ittsv stage manager, a j ovial companion, couid hardly

have met w% itit a character like Ilamilet. Ilamlet is essentially

fî tîinet.'eîtli century cbtiracter. mtîody, self-censcieus, aaxî-

iittlv 1ieeriî into the grounds of lits own belief, anti into the

grttwtli tif lus (tIIn character, -letting 1 clare net wait upon I

M tîiild "attd far more characteristic ef the age Nv hidli bas pro-

ilueod liu Menîcritîit " than tif the tige .which preduced

The MerrY Wives of Winidsor.''

Ili liter da" ve have lîad many tîmeng omîr novelists, onily

tlîree, tis 1 tlîink, whlich have exlitîted, theugli in a more

lin.ited dcurot', simtllar Ptîwer of vividly reîîlizing the life and

th( îîgbts oif a past fige. Sir Wtiiîe'r Scott's lvanhoe, Tback-

erav's Esmitti, George Eliot's Remela, -are the most remark,

aide exanîples of this powe r. There is lîîrdly tîn anachronistu

in aiv One tif iiese great btooks.

As I gltiîe thus tturriedly lit a few, theugh only a few, of

the more 1 ireiulittit aspect,, ef Englisi literatitre, those whti

hiefr nie are prohahly impressed w'ith its wealth and variety,

arn1 w ith tire vast stere of experience whieh it cemprebends.

But the nIuxt thlîotgit, 1 trepc, in the mtinds, espccially cf the


