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Our Rivera and Lakes.
PIaF. L. W. BAILEY, LL. D.(

No speil could -stay the living tide

Or, charma the rushing stream. Leydene

In the second dfiapter of this series " our coastsÎ"

were considered, and in that which followed 1t,

'our mountains and his." These are connectèd

with each other through "our lakes and rivers,"

which are equally full of interest and instruction.

,Mountains, rivers and the sea are three connect-

ed parts of ehê earth's distillatory apparatus. From

the waters of the coast cornes the supply of moisture

which, driven by the winds, f ails as rain or snow,'

especiallywhere these winds, by blowing over ele-

vated land, have their température reduced. t

isthe sun which lifts the waters into the'air, thus.

giving themi what the physi cists call "energy of

position:"-' the hilfs and mutisare the cot-
densers which cause the air to drop its load; it Is

gravity which causes the precipitated waters to fiojv

back to the source f romn which theî came, at the

same time enabling them, by the energy set free,

not merely to float our lumber and turn our -water

wheels, but also te cut into and to carve, more or

less deeply, the surfaces over which they flow.

There are few natural phenomneia. more interest-

ing than those connected with.running water. They

give to natural scenery a beauty which w 1e neyer f ail

*to miss. when they, are absent. They are the rpost

life-like of al natural processes, and, taken together,

illustrate a history, ever varying in detail, which

if, we choose to follow- it out, shows the, rnzat

singular pa.rallels with that of human beings. Thua

a i iver has itsg birth, ini the wocnb of mother earth;

il. has its infancy , characterized merely as a time o

gathering strength; its youth, impetuoýus, noisy and

headstrong, defying'ail obstacles, not easily turned

aside, carving its 1 vay with but -few intervala -of

rest; its mnaturity, when, its work mostly done, it,

mfoves siowly and majestically upon its determined

wa~;ispro of old age, when, -having reache<l

the sea level and lost the energy which it at ..-ne

time had, it no longer works, but drops its load,

assurning.now the ap ~rance of a cealrn repose. It

* nty even ha .ve its seco id cl1,ildhood, when, through

the elevation of the r gion which it traverses, its

poWer of doing work ý s for a'time again ren1wed..

Streanms, like men. h, e also 'their conflicts :and

adventtires' their stru glé's for existence, folowêd

by survîival or extinctik n, as they may or maý. not

be able to adapt themfielves'to changed conditions.

Finally they rny i esb p nly <lea4, but
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buried," as has liappened with, many of the rivers

)f Amnerica.
Let us no* e ho r these parallels find illus-

tration ini connection wit the rivera of Acadia.

Few countries are mnor thoroughly watered than

the province of New runswick. Trayel where

you wil within its bor rs and you are neyer very

far from a water cour .se. Take a good map, of the

province and you will fin t at, like the, arteries an4,

veina of the bodY, stre large or small,- traverse

everv portion of its area. Of these, -about 6or

huftdred miles are navigable- by steam, qt -least an

eqijal amount in addition is navigable by. canoe, and

an îalniost indefinite number are large ,enough to,

be eývailable for the driving of lumnber. ,Connected

with -these are numeroüs lakes, more than forty. of

them exceeding a mile in length, and, w here not in

close proximity to settlements, aboutiding. with fish

and game, offering great attractions to the sports-

man and tourist. Cascades -also are ,numerous,

affording great and, widespread opportunities. for,

the employment of w~ater power i nianulacturitig

operations or the developmnent of electricit-y.

In Nova Scotia, owing.Iargely to its more.lhited

extent, no point being more #hag fifty miles distaft

fromn the sea, the sgreams, though nu2nerous-, are

less important. flhc lakes, also, though very1

abundant, are ustrally of amall size a;nd little depth.

If now we attempt to institute a comparisofi b6-

tween the riyers of Acadia-a most fascinating

study, especially. if based upon personal acquaitit-

ance and exploratiofl-wé shaîl firat have to con-,'

aider the places' and circumstanoce of their birt 1*

These are naturally, for the moat part, remnote f rom'

settlements, being upon the. higher gtoumds constitu-

ting the ' divides", bztween the na±ural slopes ï)f

thé surface, and often densely forcit clad. Thcy

will also be found, in the great majority of instance%,

to 9originate in lakes or poQids. These- are gatherl'îg

grounds for more or leas considerable areas, and 0

in addition to brooks or rivulets, arè themselves 'àd

like the latter, by apringa, thé diachargés of which,

owing to the ,coolnesa of the waters, are always

sought by sportsmen as afforditig the best oppor-

tunities for fishing. These apringa are occauinllW

of large dimensions, one, at the head of the- Tobique

lakes, being espccially ýremnarkable, covering an ares

of nearly haîf an acre, with wa ter of exceptiotial

clearnesa and purity, and a.temperature which, even

in -midaummer, ia not more than 420. On the other

hand,: where streama orignate f rom or pesa through

boggy land, they are apt to have- the dark colour
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