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to many; but the writer's only apology is that he is cer-
tain there are many persons in the section of the country
where this episode had its scene who will b,- interested in
having the story uincurtailed. It migbt bear considerable
pruning, but lest an atternpt at a condensed transcription
prove but a curious tale niarred in the telling, we will take
the history of the case verbatim as it was published at the
tixne of the trial, May io, 1836. The following from the
Gazette for March i 5th, xnight beý taken as preface :

"The Supretne Court was opened at Georgetown on Truesday
last, by is Honor the Chief Justice. The Grand jury, of which
Hugh John McDonald, Esq., was chosen forenian, baving been sworn
ini, His Lordship congratulated them on there being oiily one case on
the Calendar, and that not of a serions nature. It was at one time in-
tended that three individuals charged with causing the loas of a vesse!
at Bear River, near East Point, should have been tried at this court,
but as a commission for establishifig a Court of Vice-Adtniralty in this
Island had arrived since these persons were apprehended, it was in-
tended that they should be tried before that court, the offence having
been conitnitted on the high seas."l

Now we conte to the long-looked-for record. It is ead-
ed: " Piracy. "

-A a special Court of Admiralty, by virtue of a commission re-
cetitly receîved froni England, to inquire of, and try offenses coni-
mÎtted on the high seas, John Burns and Peter Whitty, late seanien
on board the brig Acteon, of Sunderland, aud Lauchijui McPhee, of
Lot 44, in this Island, labourer, were, on Wednesday last, arraigned
at the bat, for piratically destroying the said brig on the 3oth Of
October last. 1

There are five other persons, ail of the name of Mac-
Phee, included in the indictnxent, who are not in custody;
but for whose apprehension warrants were some timue ago
issiued.

Thle iindictmienlt consisted of four counts, two of which
were framed with a view, of comprehiending the offence
under the E nglisli statuites; the other two were under the
Colonial stattute of 10 Geo. 4, c, i i. The count chiefly re-
lied uponi was the Iast, which was as follows :

" That thse said John Buirnas, Peter Whitty, Lauchian MacPhee,
Angus MacPhee. John McPhee, Donald NMaePhee, Allan MacPhee
lindc James McPhee, on tise said thiirtieth day of October, in the year
aforesaid, being persons of a wicked and mialicious disposition, and


