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TIMBER SCALED IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1919
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LUMBER FINDING FAVOR IN
EASTERN CANADA

of One of the outstanding features of the lumber industry
& Canada during 1918 was the rapidly growing demand
OIltario, Quebee and the Maritime Provinces for British
Olumhia forest products, says ‘‘The Canada Lumberman.’’
Ouglas fir, western, pine, red cedar, mountain spruce, gray
sr and larch, there are half a dozen firms in Toronto who
Pecialize in these lines, being direct representatives of
M:;Q mills, while there are also a number of wholesalers in
({nt}'eal who deal particularly in western wood products.
I8 interesting to note that the pioneer mill in B. C. to in-
Oduce their products in the eastern market was the B. C.
ills, Timber and Trading Company, of Vancouver, who

fre not only pioneers in the market but also one of the

~ “rliest manufacturers on the Pacific Coast.

Whi The first shipments made were of Douglas fir timber,
3 lch was a quarter of a century ago, to be used for the
Onstruction of lock-gates and dredge anchors. This timber
8 to he employed building lock-gates on the Cornwall
tlimal- in 1893. The contractor had frequently spoken of
€ difficulties he had to overcome to get the consent of the
OVernment engineers to use Douglas fir in the place of
4 lte pine, which wood had done duty ever since lock-gates
ere built. Owing to the size of the gates and the extreme
W culty in procuring white pine at that time, some other
00°°d had to be secured as a substitute. The contractor re-
Mmended the use of Douglas fir, but had to give his per-
b a} guarantee as to its suitability before final consent was
W dalne-d from the Federal Government. An interesting in-
N ent is that ever since that time Douglas fir has been used
olly in the building of lock-gates.
Ba.il‘In 1893 one of the mills in British Columbia loaded a
in ing ship with a full cargo of fir timber and lumber, send-
g er around by Cape Horn. The vessel arrived in Mon-
€al in the spring of the following year and unloaded in
Sag Lachine Canal, the freight being about $10.80 per thou-
fo éi feet, whereas to-day the freight charges are from $22
B 25. This was the first cargo of fir ever b1_'ought to Eas@-
the Cal_lada, and the only one from the Pacific Coast until
by —Pring of 1915, when three large cargoes were brought
& Montreal firm via the Panama Canal.
due aturally, when B. C. forest products were first intro-
K ed in Bastern Canada it was a hard up-hill fight for a
b0t1g1 time. There were many prejudices to overcome as
anq red and white pine timber were plentiful m'Ontarlo
the cheap, so that low prices offered by the B. C. mills were
Wellonly n;ducement the representatlves.had to present as
due as being able to supply the larger-sized timbers at re-
189§d figures. In comparing present prices with those of
q fir timber, fir finish, fir stepping, clear cedar and XXX
cedar shingles there has, owing to the extra cost of
of 5 1°gging, sawing, transportation, ete., been an advance
gro Pproximately 100 per cent. and still the demand keeps
OWing, The B.(C. lumbermen’s best market in Eastern
da up to the present has been the manufacturing

towns, but Montreal also consumes a large quantity of B.C.
stock, with a growing demand.

B. C. salesmen report increasing business from frequent
visits to Quebec and Maritime Provinces, although trade is
quiet at present.

The red cedar shingle is a household commodity in the
east and is generally regarded as the best shingles pro-
duced anywhere. The standard XXXXX and XXX are
easy to sell and the record of service, worth and durability
of this class of roofing is widely known. Now that the war
is over it is probable that the one great barrier to more ex-
tensive marketing of western stocks, namely the distance
of 3,000 miles, requiring from four to five weeks for de-
liveries may be overcome by reason of cargo shipments from
the Panama Canal and distributing centre, which may be
established at convenient points in Eastern Canada.

MAJOR RETALLACK PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSIONER

Magjor J. L. Rettalack has been appointed to the posi-
tion of Public Utilities Commissioner for British Columbia.
This appointment is under the Public Utility Act passed
at the last session of the Provincial Legislature. Major
Retallack has had an extensive experience in railway con-
struction, general business and mining; the latter, during
recent years, he has followed with considerable success.
The salary of the Commisioner is fixed by the Government
at $7,500 per year.

VICTORIA BANK MANAGER GOES TO WINNIPEG

Mr. J. A. Taylor, for eight years manager of the main
branch of the Royal Bank of Canada in Victoria, has been
transferred to the management of the Portage Avenue
branch of the same institution in Winnipeg. His going is
regretted by a large circle of friends in Victoria.

- TO BANKERS :-
F.GRIFFIN & COMPANY

CARGO SURVEYORS AND APPRAISERS
GENERAL AUCTIONEERS
Special facilities for handling stocks of merchandise in care of
Banks, either by sealed tender,, private or public sale.

OFFICES:

San Franclsco Portland Seattle Vancouver, B.C.

BURDICK BROS. & BRETT LTD.

STOCKS, BONDS, GRAINS AND COTTON

Private Wires to New York, Montreal, Toronto, Chicago.

HOTEL VANCOUVER BLDG.
_Vanoouver

PEMBERTON BLDG.
Victoria




