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CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK.

It is a mistake ta suppose with some critics that permanence ai

PoPularity is a fair test of absolute literary greatness. For a large
Part af the reputatian ut many literary productions depends entirely
UPOn circumstances which dIo flot at ail testify ta intrinsic mnent in
the authar. Thus the Prchaic qoaintness, and the simplicity and

Purity of Chaucer, for which we so rnuch admire him, are in a large
rneasure mene accidents of his time. If we thaught, spoke, and
acted as peaple did in those days, Chaucer's writings would cease
ta be in a special degnee wanderful ta us except on the score ai
antiquity. 'rhere are now living in England and America very
Mfany better novelists than Richardson and Fielding, but because
they chanced ta stand alune the names ai these twa authors will
live long aftei most af these others shaîl have been fongatten. Per-
haps noa small share ai the reputatian which attaches ta the namne
0f Walter Scott ib due ta the tact ai his heing the anly considerable
Scotch novelist. Fenimore Cooper's European fame grew almost
entirelY out ai the absolute ireshness ai his subject mnatter. His
haine repute was due ta the patriotic braggadocia af bis country-
tnen. They had little native literature, but they sought ta campen-
sate themnseîves by exaggerating the excellence af what they had.

Inl aur estimate, then, ai the elements af absolute greatness in
literature, neputations which are due merely ta fortuitous coincid-
ences and relations must flot be taken int account.

Again, it is evident that the mere nature af the theme of an au-
tha1.'5 wark is nu index ai its greatness or permanency. The great
religiaus tomes ai the Schoolmen wvent down ta darkness and irre-
deetrnable oblivion nu less surely than the black-lettered volumes
131 sorceny and incantation oi the Evil One. Nat alune did Hamer
and Virgil tell ai the sarnows of the Son ai Peleus or ai the burning
Walls ai Troy. The othen writers are forgutten, and the survival
af these shows that the'theme or subject matter is nat the immar-
ti Pnînciple in literature.

Aý nemnarkabîe degree ai popularity is samnetimes obtained for a
Wriîer b y the adoption ai same peculianity in fonm or style. The
best recent instance ai une phase ai this fact is the case ai the late

1etnry Shaw, " Josh Billings." There are many other writers who
OWe their neputatian ta peculiarities nat essentially dissimilar-
Peculiarities not su patent indeed as miss-spelt words, but quite as
arti ficial.

Such PoPularity can be only ephemeral. It is impassible that a
rePutation built an mere style or form ai any kind should be lasting.
Trhese things are mere convention, and necessarily tend ta pass
a»waY With the genenatian that gave them being. Addison and
M4acauîay were masters ai style in their day, but they are mare
talked about than nead nawadays. If the new genenatians read
thein at aIl, it will be rather as a duty than as a pleasure. Their
P'Pularity will be a memory rathen than a living reality.

li t seemns ta me that the essence ai greatness and permanency in
iterature is entinely distinct tram either the form or the matter in the

U8ual signification ai these terms Lt is in the spirit or tone ai the
Wnitinlg, a certain influence which can be felt, but nat descnibed, for

it aPel ta the sensibilities rather than the intellect.
1 i. SPite of the infinite divensity ai human minds there is yet one

great elemnent in camman. It is the susceptîbility to impressions
of th' ga0d, the true and the beautiful in human lufe and in the
Warld af nature. This susceptibility is aiten caunterfeited, it is
'ften subjected ta conventionality, and aiten shamelessly burlesqued
by its pretended devatees in the world ai literary fashian. But its
existence asi a genuine and permanent factor in human nature can-
flOt be gainsaid If this were nol so, Burns could not have immorlal-
IzecI the daisy and thomely Scotch catter, non Goldsmith the
Po"r Vicar af Wakefield, non St. Pierre the twa loyers ai Mauritîus.

'i its highest manifestations this spirit entirely ignares all pre-
Viou' Opinions an the mattens ; it sets itseli ta seek aut tnuth and

eod'sand beauty anywhere and everywhene. Its perpetual dis-
t vîy, af them in what the world considers the mast unlikely

places, is more than a surprise, it is a revelation and a new gospel
ta the people.

\Vhen the spirit of 1 vriter is such that he appeals in the simplest,
the strongest and thc deepest wvay to lhese maost universal and
most permanent feelings and sympathies, then it may safely be
said that he has attained the heights of greatness in literature and
that his name will endure through the ages.

Taking the single field of short stories and applying this standard

ta the multitude of writers that have recently arisen therein, both

in England and America, there is no author within the writer's

knowledge who so well fulfils the conditions of Iiterary greatness
and immortality as " Charles Egbert Craddock " ini the book of

tales entitled " In the Tennessee Mountains." From the very

nature of the case it is impossible for any one ta obtain a correct
and adequate impression of the surpassing merit of these stories

without reading them. Lt would be idle for us to attempt to do for

aur readers what they must do for themselves. We conceive that

the highest function of the critical wniter is to find out good litera-

ture and to interest others ta such a degree therein that they will

be constrained to read it. To serve this purpose we shahl quote

some characteiistic passages from this author's works in a future

issue of the VARSITv. A. STEFVENSON.

AI) CATONEM.

Nec facultatemn cclerem loquendi
Arte mnira vel superorum habendo,
Nec lyra coin voce modos amnocuos

Dulce caucudo.

P-ossunuis lenire animuin doientemi.
X'., feriit haec nil animo quietis,
I'ectore ex irno nisi iioaudinus,

Integer es tu T. A. GiJeSaN.

THE FUTURE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

An exceedingly ab'e article on the abave topic appeared necently

iii the Chicago Gurrent. Lt was written by J. H. Long, M.A.,
LL.B., a recent graduate ai-d examiner in English in Toranta Uni-

versity.
Aiter shosving the reasons why the great colonies cannot long re-

main in their prescrnt relations to England, he considers their three

possible futures, absorption by some foreign pawer (i.e., in Canada,

annexatian), independence, and federation.
Annexation Mr. Long considers practically a dead issue, as anly

a few people near the borders favor il, and the feelingé is flot in-

creasing.
There is, the writer says, a certain amaunt af independence senti-

ment in Cànada, and it would be stranger were it nat believed that

independence would be a mere stepping-stane ta annexatian.

Patriatism, sa far as it does exist in Canada, is diverted tawards the

Province and the Empire rather than ta the Daminion.
Mr. Long then deals ably and at length with the remaining

question as iollows :
" It is some years since the idea of Impenial Federation. was

broached ; the hanar ai the flrst regular enunciatian af the princi-

ple being due, 1 think, ta a Tarantonian, Mr. Jehu Matthews. The

scheme as ariginally moated, and as it is advocated even yet by a

small number af perçans, is that Great Bnitain and those colonies

which passess respansible gavernment shall iarm a federation, with

inter-imperial free trade, and with a fedenal paniament dealing with

strictly imperial matters, such as war and peace, copyright and pos-

tal regulations, trade and commerce. Each member of the Con-

federatian shaîl, according ta its population, cantnibute ta the coin-

mon defence, and be entitled ta representatiafi in the parliament.

Now, this is undoubtedly a grand conception ; but it bas features

that would render its working impossible. Not the least abjection-

able of these featunes would be the heterogeneausness and unwield-

liness af the proposed parliament.
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