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The flistovy of the Towniship of
Sear-bo1-o.*

T IIIS valuable centeniîial volume of history lias been
ofCornpiled from records and data supplied by the peopleothe tnshipr Sry n It is a worthy monument niot only to the

Pulic acd enterprize of the past but of the present. Oldletters, acount books, deeds, documents both private andiilehave been called into requisition, many of them beingrescued and preserved from destruction or oblivion by the
Cfterprise which prompted the issue of the volume. Personal
haeletos the living tales told by the old residents who

haetreasured the stories told by their fathers and mothers
?the early days, and their own vividly printed childhood

3 'lpressions have also added much to the interest of the
Pages of thý history. Would that other townships residents
foliht take heart of grace-rescue their like records, and
Scarboroth example so worthily set them by the mnen of

Th pPening chapters are devoted to brief sketches of
e orah geology, early settiement and foundation of

the tûwlnship 'One of the most interesting items in the
latter whicb' shoulct attract the attention of resîdents of
Other townships is the records of the nines of the rivers and

e les. Iow few of our people at the present time cati
la in the origin of the naine of the place in which they.Ve wbence it came, or by whom it was s0 called. Fewer

stili eau tell wbat were the Indian and infinitely more char-
fInafines displaced by the more modern and too of ten
"gnfctt names by which they are known. With whatataemigbt they flot be restored to their true place

a r th Xlaps and local knowledge, and the history as well
tePoetry of the past revived.
ci ~Alittle to the west of the Seneca village [Ganeraski,Potlope] was a stream that gave ki ndly shelter to'sgtress Caoe and so by Indians of the next century andOf.a different >race, it was named Katabobokonk, or the

River of E
it pirc, asy Entrance ?i In making its way to the lake

lred a hill of red, tenacious dlay, which sufficiently
it 8waters to justify the old French naine, Riviereoi'ge. In his attempt to reproduce in Upper Canada the

co0ast Of England, Simcoe ri-christened this stream the
apUs Gas we h ad converted ~St. John into the Humber,

"ver, t h, rnd Riviere into the Ouse. But like the Grand
GOVer h Rouge fortunateiy survived the palinipsest maps of

ilitrs .iIO ti tl h Roug e, and the name is
t"Ting as the sole trace now remaining on this nortb-

horeo the old Sulpician Mission and of Louis theurteenth domain."
The story of the enterprise and endurancq of the first

Stle Wh went from York to make a home on the higher
ol - ealt}h1e. lands above 'Highland Creek is graphically
their' the simple language of the family reminiscences of
thdescendants. No more romantic tale bas been written

the record of the early days of the Thomsons, the brave
eta Ui'ance and patient love and trust of the women who
or '-n in the forest while the men worked in the tw

went tO fight their countî'ies battie on the frontier in the
war Of 11

0fTrerselY and briefly told, with the strength and vividness
ail aho IIO valuable are such records, how jealolis we

eld h e to preserve them, how insistently we should
thdeavour to impress upon the minds of Canadians generally
this eY toC) should, to quote the words of the preface to
krjowetn book, "ltake steps to crystalize in type the
et Wldg6 that nOw exists cbiefly in the memnories of the old-

efe people anid to bring together the numerous scattered
e renc' 8 to Municipalities as these may exist in wrîting or

arld 0 a*re interesting chapters upon the Farm, Councils
Of herncllors ail forming an object lesson of history and

aé e]taPId growth of civilizati-)n wjthin the brief period of

ettled'e as the township of Scarboro was principally by
tiial ' Who knew from their own experience and na-

~ere conervatisn the value of education. A ona hrthe child1ren to educate, the best schools the conditions of
pt,,,UtItry and their circumstances would admit of were

b lie îs1tory of te Township of Scarboro." Edited by D)avid
' 1 llianiBriggs. Price $1.00.
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The following is a graphic picture of the scbools of those
early days, a sharp contrast to tbe finer buildings and cur-
riculum of the day :

"For many years, indeed during the first baîf of the
century, the school bouses were of the most 'primitive kind.
The forest furnished the readiest and cbeapest inaterial.
The logys, if of pine, were flattened on two sides; if of liard
wood, they were generally left round, dovetailed in the usual
way at the corners, the interstices between the logs being
chinked and plastered. In size the building seldom exceeded
18x24 feet, and were neyer too bigb. The fire place usually
occupied one end, and desks facing the wall ran round the
other tbree sides. The seats consisted of long forms with-
out backs. Similar forms or benches placed crosswise in
the centre of the room furnislied seats for the smaller children.
Tbe limited space forbade anything in the shape of desks, those
luxuries being reserved for pupils in arithmetic and
writing. Light was admitted througb long windows similar
to those common in blacksmiths' and carpenters' shops, and
were usually two panes high and ten or twelve panes long,
the sashes sliding past eachi other horizontally for purposes
of ventilation. In winter fuel was provided by the parents
who were required to bring a quarter of a cord per pupil
(commonly 3s 9d or 75 cents per quarter), taking bis chances
of enrolment-the more pupils, of course, more pay. In the
early part of the century it was not uncommon for the
teacher to secure bis board gratis, staying a few weeks with
one and another of the families represented at the school.
If unmarried, wbicb was often the case, be sometimes lived
in the school, keeping Il bachelor's hall." The number of
teacbing bours were alternating thirty and thirty-six hours
in a week, eacb alternate Saturday being a holiday. About
1860, a change was mnade, the time of teaching being re-
duced to five days a week."

1 will leave to the readers of tbis history of Scarboro'
the record of evolution and improvement in school matters
to the present system.

That the teachers were flot always boarded gratis
witbin easy reacb of the scene of their labors, the record of
one of the dominies of the township proves :

IlMr. James Russell lived near the range 71 miles f rom
the scbool (whicb he taught in the early ftics), and as there
were in those days no Saturday holidays, lie had to walk
ninety miles a week to and f romn school, t0 whichi if we add
another fifteen miles to and from St. Andrew's Church, on
Sunday, we have a total of 105 miles a week, or nearly
5,500 miles a year ? "

The chapters upon domestic life, societies, churches and
ministers as well as that relating to the Centennial cele-
bration are compiled by Mrs. S. A. Curzon, whose naine is
familiar to the readers of THE WEEK, IlThe Pioneers and
Militia> by Miss Mary Agnes FitzGibbon. Not the least
valuable portion of the book is the complete manuscript
from the Crown Lands Department, of the first pa.tentees
of the land in the township-given ini the appendix. The
book is well illustrated, well printed and bound. The ini-
terest taken in tbe work both by the people tbemselves,
the editors of their records, the publishers and the public,
hag resulted in a successful reception and a satisfactory
financial result. AUl of whichi should be an encourage-
ment for the next township to follow Scarboro's good ex-
ample, and given to those who wish to study the lhistory
of their country similar volumes. [J. E. L.

BRIEFER NOTICES.

"lHandy Andy." By Samue'l Lever. (New York:
Macmillan & Co. Toronto: The Copp, Clark Co., Lirnited).
-So wide is the notoriety whichi Samuel Lever's master-
work lias attained that it is becoming a popular publication
for many of the series of books wbich are being placed upon
the market. On the present occasion it appears in Macmil-
lan's three-and-sixpenny library of works by popular authors.
The book is too familiar to ail English readers to require any
discussion. Let it suffice to say that wboever ciesires to ex-
perience a few hours of that delight which is engendered by
bumour's supreme capacity for entertaining, let him read the
unceaselessly interesting story, amusing in the utinost ex-
treme, of Lever's "lHandy Andy." Lever and Carleton are
Ireland's greatest classical humarists, and Lever is certainiy
not inferior to the brilliant William Canleton. Lever's

JI'," lOth, 1896.]


